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I Influence of Geographical features on Maratha History 


Maharashtra 1s a part of the geological division of India called the 
Deccan It 1s the homeland of the Marathas or Marathi speaking people 
The topographical features of this land played a significant part in moulding 
the character of its people and shaping the history of this land 


Its natural regions, formed by the Western Ghats runmng parallel to 
the coast for nearly 600 miles, are (a) the seaboard below the Sahyadrt 
ranges called Konkan , (5) the Ghatmathi or the tableland, and (c) the 
Deccan plateau along the river valleys called the Desh 


The Ghatmatha, as well as Mava}, the region around it, has played an 
important role in the medieval history of this regton It provides large rocky 
tracts with suitable high platforms or mé&sds, formed by lava formation and 
the subsequent denundations in Western Maharashtra It has thus provided 
natural bases for the hill forts and deep valleys From the strategic point 
of view this region has been regarded as one of the best fortified regions in 
India of the past 


The scanty rainfall on the Deccan plateiu, the rugged country due to 
mountains and the barren soil have largely affected the mode of hfe and 
character of people of this region who have to struggle hard for bire existence 
They have had to fight against many natural and other calamities These 
factors have made them tenacious hard working often pugnacious and lovers 
of independence 


2 Historical Background 


The history of this region goes back to the third century Bc The 
first Known rulers of Maharashtra were the Satavahanas who were succeeded 
by Abhiras, Vakatahds, Kalachtrts, RashtrakOtas, Chajukyas and Silaharais 
The Marathas came into the Imelhght of history durng the Yadava peniod, 
te, from the twelfth century onwards According to the Mahanubhavas 
this region had earned the name ‘ Mahdnta Rashtra’ a great country during 
the fourteenth century ! 


The last known ruler of the Yadava dynasty was Ramadéva, who was, 
according to a contemporary poet, well versed in all arts and who upheld 
justice in his kingdom? ‘Aldu’d din Khali was the first Muslim ruler 
from the north to penetrate into the Deccan and to destroy the Yadava power 


1 Mahanubhava 1s a sect founded by Chakradhara (Haripaldéva) in the twelfth century 
2 & egaqufaearg 1 wt AHATTATATT | 
mares ITT feritey  serag u 


Jnyaneshwari (Raywade Edition) Canto 18 verse 1783 
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towards the close of the thirteenth century Ziau'd din Barint tells us that 
tillthe march of ‘Alau’d-din Khaljt into this area, the people had never heard 
of the Muslims, and the Mahratta Jand had never been overrun by their armies 3 


*Alau’d din’s Deccan cimpargn was successful beyond expectation 
Within a pertod of twenty five days in 1296, he not only reduced the mighty 
Yadavi ruler Rimadéva to the status of a vassal, but also plundered and 
demoralized the whole country He inflicted 1 humihating treaty on the 
hing and carried, according to Ferishta, a ransom consisting of six maunds 
of gold, seven maunds of emeralds, rubies and diamonds, a thousand miunds 
of silver, four thousand bolts of silk cloth and other precious products of 
the Deccan 4 


His commander-in chief, Mahk Kafr, completed the subjugation 
and exploitation of the Deccan in the subsequent years Conditions of life 
in Mahfrishtri, therefore, in the fourteenth century were depressing and 
the prospects were bleak This gave an opportunity to the Muslirms to 
establish themselves as rulers and the dynastical rule of the Bahmanis 
commenced in 1347 and lasted till the end of the fifteenth century 


As 1s well-known the foundation of the Bahmant Kingdom were laid at 
Daulitabid which isa prt of the ind of the Mirathas, and when Muhamm1d £ 
divided the Kingdom into four afraf or provinces, two of them, namely 
Daulatibad and Byipur, touched the Marath? lands But it was with 
aconstderable amount of the difficulty that Konkan and the Desh were 
brought under the hegemony of the Buhminl Sultan, ind the coastal towns 
of Dabhdl and Chaoul were the only effective Bihmani outlets to the sea 
Many ittempts were mide by the Bahmanis to make their authonty effective 
in coastal Maharashtra, but it was not trl the mimstry of Mchmtd Gawan 
that any tangible progress could be made Sultan ‘Aldud din Ahmad Il 
commusstoned Khalaf Hasan to proceed to the region It was easy enough 
for him to put down smaller chicftains, but Shankar Rao Shirké gave lum 
trouble, but he was also put down While Khalaf Hasan becime bed ndden 
of dysentery Shirke sent secret word to the Raya of Sangaméshwar, who 
surrounded the coastal village in which the Bihmani army was encamped, 
killed Khalaf Hasin and cut down the kaderless army It was only 1 rump 
which could reich the Bahmaint headquarters at Chakan 5 


Quite naturally this preait débicle encouraged the focal population 
to greater courage, and in particular Jakhirai of Sangaméshwar and the Raja 
of Khélna begin to intercept trading vessels plying between the Bahman! 


3 E&D Il 150 

4 PM Josh  ‘Alau’d din Khalts first campaign against Davagim’, Dr Yazdam 
Commemoration Volume, p 209 

5 See Bahmants, 24041 , Burhan 82, Fer, 1, 333 ff 
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ports tothe Arabian coast It was this interception of trade and traffic which 
made Mahmfid Gaw4n lead a number of expeditions in the Maratha region 
and it was with difficulty that he could bring 1t effectively under Bahmani 
control He made Kdlhaptr, nght in the Maratha region, his headquarters, 
but he was hampered by the hilly country, guenlla tactics of the local chiefs 
and long-drawn battles, and lastly by party squabbles at the Bahmani capital, 
Bidar It was with considerable difficulty that he could take Rangna, Michal 
and Kb@ina, after which it was a matter of time that Sangaméshwar was 
subdued The road was clear now for Goa which was entered almost without 
a struggle on 1 February 1472 6 


With the greatly increased extent of the Bahmani Kingdom Mahmtd 
Gawan redivided it into exght instead of four provinces, of which, Daulatabad 
and Junnar fell wholly within the Marathi region while Byapur and Mahtr 
were pirtly situated in that region The break up of the Bahmanil Kingdom 
into five warring states, Ahmadnagar, Byapur, Berar, Bidar and Golhonda 
meant a considerable latitude to the Maratha people, and the process of their 
regeneration was accelerated by the lift given to them by Malik ‘Ambar and 
the Jater Sulffins of the ‘Adil Shahi dynasty 


3 Rise of Maratha Power 


The seventeenth century marks the real beginning of the active history 
of the Marathas who dominated the political scene of Indian Instory at least 
for two centuries 


It 1s difficult to say whether the term ‘‘ Maratha” 1m the seventeenth 
century denoted the Maratha community or the people of Maharashtra 
Parminand, the author of Shiabharat, makes a distinction between the 
Brahmans and Marathas of this region? Subhasad, a contemporary chromeler 
of Shivaji also distinguishes between the two when he refers to three Brahmans 
and three Marathas who would protect the state during the periods of crises ® 
However it 1s difficult to say whether Ramdas uses the word ‘ Marath:,’ in 
a comprehenstve sense in Ius well known slogan ‘All Marathas to unite” 
(suey eC }rar) or here he appeals only to the fighting Maratha 
community Under the Peshwds the term Marathi assumed a wider conno- 
tation, embracing all Marathi speaking people 

& See Bahmants, 310-16 For fuller details see Mahmtd Gawan's letters Riaz for 


specific letters dealing with the campaignsin Maharashtra see Sherwanl Ruazu'l- 
Insh& as a Source Book of Deccan History , JHRC, XVII, 171 


This break up of the Bahman! Kingdom ito five succession States weakened 
the Muslim hold, but the Marathas had to wait bl) the beginning of the seventeenth 
century to exert themselves in their own land In many cases they resuscitated the 
power of these states and it was the Mughals who put anendtothem See fo 10.nfra 

7 See Cantos, 1 43,431, 95 


8. Sabhisad Life of Shivaji, ed S N Joshi, Poona, 1960, p 109 
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A Marath1 inscription of 1579 recently found at Kunkal (Goa) refers 
to the terms ‘Maratha’ and ‘Musalmin’, the term ‘Maratha’ meaning 
‘Hindu’ The inscription 1s about the installation of a phallus at Raméshwar 
“Tf a ‘Musalman’ breaks it, hus act will be equated with breaking his pledge 
to the Supreme Berng, and if a ‘Maratha’ breaks it, then it 1s tantamount to 
committing the sin of murdering a Brahman If a Musalmin restores tt, 
he will get the credit of visiting Mecca, and 1fa Maratha restores 1t he will get 
the credit of visiting Kashi ’’? 


It seems that the term ‘Maratha’ 1s used in a comprehensive sense, 
including all the peoples in Maharashtra speaking the Marathi language 


The rise of Maratha power has been attributed by foreign hustonans 
like Grant Duff to fortuitous circumstances, and it has been compared with a 
sudden conflagrations like those which occur in the forests of the Sahyadri 
The Marathas were regarded as a nation of freebooters, and they succeeded 
because they were cunning and adventurous But this view 1s not tenable 
Ranade rightly pointed out that “ freebooters and adventurers never succeed 
in bu:rlding up empires which last for generations and permanently alter the 
political map of a great Continent !° The early activities of Shahyi and Shivayt 
indicate that it was not a chance circumstance but determined efforts that Ied 
te the mse of the Maratha power in the Deccan in the seventeenth century 


A bref review of the political situation in the Decern 1m the sixteenth 


century would enable us to understand the significance of the emergence of 
Maratha power 


The Vyayanagar Empire became virtually powerless mm 1565 The 
Bahmani Kingdom, though it did not retain its orginal soltdanty, its Succession 
States contimued to exercise control over the Deccan practically till the close of 
the seventeenth century The Faritqi Sultans of Khandésh (1382-1601) were 
Vvantyarsned ‘by tre Wiughal Emperor A‘koar in 1604 


As among the Bahmani Succession States, the ‘Imad Shahi Kingdom 
of Berar was first absorbed into the Nizam Shaht Kingdom of Ahmadnagart 
and ultimately became a part of the Mughal Empire when the latter was 
annexed tothat Empirein 1636 Of the remaining three Sultanates, the Barid 
Shahi Kingdom of Bidar was conquered by Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah IT of Byapur 
in 1619 and became a province of the Byapur kingdom which 1m its turn fell 
to the Mughalsin 1686 Thelast Deccan Sultdnate to succumb to Mughal arms 


9 See Sunday Sakal 29 6-1969 


10 Ranade M G = Ruse of the Maratha Power Bombay University Publications, 1961, 
p 2 henceforth referred to as RAP 
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was the Qutb Shahi Kingdom of Golkonda-Hydarabad tn 1687. Thus internal 
“ dissensions and the lack of umty among the Deccan Sult@nates paved the 
way for the Mughals and enabled the Marathas to establish their authority 
mthe Deccan The Marathis proved more than a match for the Mughals 
and the latter could not take permanent roots in the region 


4, The Bhosalé Kula 


Anumbegof Maratha families like the Nimbalkars of Phaltan, the Manés_ 
of Mhasavad, the MGrés of Javali, the Jadhavs of Sindkhér, the Ghorpays of 
Mudhdl, the BhOsalés of Vert} and others came to prominence during’ this 
period Amongthem the Bhosalés of Ver0] took a Jeading part in organising 
the Marathas and founding an independent kingdom They trace their 
origin to Rajasthan,'' though some scholars say that they were only a local 
Maratha family Thus their onginis still shroudedin uncertainty It seems, 
however, that by the sixteenth century the Bhdsalé family was coming to the 
front in local polities in the Maratha region, particularly since the days of 
Maldj1, the son of Babayi !2 


It appears from contemporary records that the ancestors of Shrvayi 
held nghts to the offices of Patil and Déshmukh of Hingam, Berdiand Deulpava, 
all in the present Dhond (Daund) taluq? of the Poona district Babayi, the 
great-grand-father of Shivay, however, preferred to live at Ver] near the 
Ghrishnéshwar temple, where he had acquired the rights as Patil from hts mother’s 
side 13 Babayi does not seem to have been an ambitrous person He preferred 
to lead the easy and comfortable hfe of 1 village patil, rather than to enter into 
the service of a Deccan Court He must have died between 1597 and 1599, 
bequeathing to his sons Maldy1 and VithSy1, the nghts to the office of patil of 
VerO], Hingam, Berd, Deulgava, Khanwat, Jinti, and Karnad !4 


Maloyt (c 1552-1606) 


Maloji and his brother VithOji were in the service of Vangoys1 alas 
Jagpal Nimbalkar of Phaltan It appears that on the recommendations of 


nt 

11 There 1s a theory that the Bhosalés were orginally Sisdia Rayputs of Udarphr, settled 
in Maharashtra. The name ‘ Bh6salé* 1s derived, recording to some, from * Bhtya" 
te, the King , and some claim it as denved from the name of the village ‘Bhonsla’ 
(or Bholsna), where they were residing See S H Hodivala Studies in Indo Muslun 
History, Bombay, 1939, p 651 

[2 The chroniclers of Shivay and other contemporary writers of the seventeenth century 
do not give us any information about the ancestors of Shivayt beyond M&loyt and 
Babaji However another source ‘ Sahitya Makarand’, Bharat Itshasa Samshodhaka 
Mandala Quarterly, 1929, p 129 gives us information about Babaji’s father Paroy! 
and grand father Kheloj1 

13 Bendre V S, Malojr Raje and Shahajt Maharaj, Bombay, 1968, p 82 

14 Ibid, p 83 Vert} and Karnad (or Kannap) are in Aurangabad district, and the other 
vulages are in Poona distnict 
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Lakhtj1 Jadhavraio, a prominent Maratha sardar from Sindkhéy in the Nizam 
Shahi Kingdom, Vang0jl offered his daughter Dipabai or Umabai in marriage 
to Maldj1 This means that Mal6j1 must have acquired a status comparable to 
the Nimbalkars even prior to thts matrimonial alliance '5 


The two protagonists for supremacy in the Deccan in the last decade 
of the sixteenth century were Nizam Shah of Ahmidnagar and ‘Adil Shah of 
Byapur The Nizam Shahi Kingdom was building up its strength by soliciting 
the asststance of the leading Maratha sardars Maldjt and his brother also enter- 
ed the service of the Sultan of Ahmadnagar in 1577 '§ He received the grant of a 
large area of land of about 600 bigas and founded a colony called Makarandpura 
at Shrigonda (Ahmadnagar district) and settled there permanently Since 
then his connections with Vert] were severed for ever !7 


Malajt died on the battlefield of Indapttr in {605 leating his family to 
the care of his brother Vithd;1 His son Shahji was hardly six when Vithdyi got 
him married to the daughter of Lakh6yt Jadhav '® He then retired to Dhartr 
about 1611 19 


Vithdyi had cight sons, of whom Sambhaji, the eldest, died in 1623 ina 
skirmish with Jadhiv Rao 2° 


Maldji was a religious minded person, and had devoted lus funds to 
charitable works at Sikhar Singanapilr,2! where he constructed a large tank for 
the benefit of pilgrims visiting the shrine of Mahadéva He was tolerant 
in his religious views and could at once accept Shaikh Muhammad as his gurd, 
and worship the deity Shiva at Ghrishnéshwar (Vert}) 


Shahyt (1599-1664) 


Maloy had two sons, Shahyi and Sharifjyi named after a Muslim saint 
Shah Sharif 22 Shahyt succeeded his father in the military service of the Nizam 
Shahi Kingdom and held responsible posttions under Malik ‘Ambar His 
father-in-law Lakhiyi Jadhav deserted the Nizam Shahi State and joined 
the Mughals about 1621 The Mughals were endeavouring to destroy the 
Nizam Shahi Kingdom and Mahk ‘Ambar was struggling hard to preserve it 


15 Shivabkarat, Canto 1, 4952, Radhamadhaia Vilasa Champi, ed Raywad#, Poona 
1922, p 267 


16 Shivabharat, I, 59 66 

17 MRSM,p to9 

18 Ibid, p 172 This goes against the romantic accounts of Shahyjt'’s marriage as given by 
some of the chroniclers 

19 Marathyanchya Ihasacht Stdhane (MIS), ed V K. Rajwadé, XV, 379 

200 Shis abharat, I, 1-57 

21 Stkhar Singaniptr is in Satira distnct, 

22 «= Shivabharat, 1, 90 
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The submission of Malik ‘Ambar to the Mugh fe ecules defection 
of a number of Maratha leaders from Niz4m Shafi service to the Mughals 
Evidently there were two parties among the she as attached to the Ahmad- 
nagar Court, and in a skirmish VithOj1’s son‘Sambhaji wis killed and Shahyi 
wounded Consequent on this Jadhav Ra6 left the Nizam Shahi service and 
jomed the Mughals This was a signilAor further defection of a number of 
Maratha chiefs from Nizam Shahi service 


Malik ‘Ambir was, however,/not prepared to take these developments 
lyngdown He had already neutralised the Qutb Shahi State by entering into 
an alliance with Muhammrd Qutb Shah He marched on Bidar, reached 
the suburbs of Byapur, plunderéd Naurspttr and forced Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah 
toretreattothe fort It was then that the Mughals joined hands with Ibrahim 
‘Adil Shah and ‘Ambar had/to retreat northwards In the bittle which was 
fought at Bhatvadi on 15 Jufe 1625 ‘Ambir w1s supported by many Marath? 
officers of whom Shahyi, Sharifjt, Maléji and many others fought against the 
Mughals and won 33 


The battle of Bhdtvidi, proved to be a landmark in the history of the 
Deccan for two reasons firstly it gave a blow to the Mughals, secondly :t gave 
opportunities to Maratha sardars, including Shahyji, to measure their strength 
against the forces of the Mughals and of the “Adil Shahi Kingdom 


After this battle Shahyi must have retired to his jagir on personal rather 
thin political grounds The domestic problems caused by the death of lus uncle 
Vithdj3, and the sudden desertion of Jadhav Rio from the Nizam Shahi Kingdom 
for the Mughal camp no doubt influenced Shahyis action in relinquishing 
Nizim Shahi service and shifting his allegrince to Byipur in 1625 


The death of Malik ‘Ambar in ‘May 1626 created a void 1n the political 
life of the Deccan * Similarly with the deith of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah II the 





23. Except Shivabharat, Canto 4 no other Hindu authorities like Sabhasad, or Radha 
Madhav Vilas Champa, and Indo-Persiin authorities lhe Fiet@hats: ‘Adil Shaht of 
Fuztnt Astrabadi or Jqgbainama_ mention Shabyi as the hero of the battle of Bhatvad! 
The only slender thread confirming Parmanandis the marginal note of Fuzim Astrabadi 
which mentions Shahy! as one of the Maratha sardars who fought in the ranks of Mahk 
‘Ambar See Jadunath Sarkar  Honse of Shiwajr 1955, p 27 


[See also Pietro della Valle’s Traels in India III, 1442-43 for a description of the 
battle Ed] 


*[The position of Mahk ‘Ambar in Maratha history cannot be over-stressed His 
clam to fame hes in his genius as the initrator of a new system of mulitary 
tactics called ‘ Bargiguri’ For this purpose for the first time in history he 
trained and made use of light Maratha cavalry and thus Jard the foundation of future 
Sreatness of the Maratha nation’—D R Seth ‘Life and Time of Malk Ambar,” 
IC, 1942 at p 155 Malik ‘Ambar inculcated the loyalty of the Maharashtnan 
Peasants by huis land reforms and established direct connection between the cultivator 
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next year, the liberal and tolerant policy of the ‘Ad:l Shahi government came 
toanend Shatyji, who now filled the office of sarlashkar under the Byapur 
State was ridiculed and insulted by the new ruler.44 He therefore left ‘Adil 
Shahi service once again to serve Nizim Shah 1n 1627 and was able to secure 
the muqasa of the pargana of Poona from him in 1628 25 


Shah Jahan, after silencing his rival claimants to the throne on Jahangir's 
death, had become Emperorin 1628 and was now anxious tolaunch his Deccan 
expedition directed mainly against the Nizam Shahi Kingdom He induced 
the Byapur government to observe neutrality in this war against Ahmadnagar 
Under such circumstances, Shahjl was making attempts in var to protect the 
Nizim Shahi Kingdom But the cold-blooded murder of his father-in law 
Lakh6ji Jadhav Rado with his two sons,2° and the internal dissensions and 
incapacity of Burhan Nizam Shah ITI, made Shahji leave Ahmadnagar in 
disgust He then sought asylum in the fort of Shivneri??— which was 
commanded by Sardar Vyay Ray, with whom he established matrimonial 
relations by accepting his daughter Jayanti 1n marriage for his son Sambhaji 8 
He left his wife Jiyaba1, who was inthe family way, to the care of Sardar 
Vyaya Ray at Shivnerl and negotiated with the Mughls through A‘zam Khan for 
employment He was enrolled as Mughal mansabdar with the rank of Panyhazarl, 
was piven a khil‘at and rupees two lakhs in cash, and was commissioned to 
chastise Darya Khan, the turbulent Mughal officer, who had taken shelter with 
the Nigam Shah It seems that Shahyi succeeded in subduing Darya Khan * 


It was during this critical period that Jyabai gave birth to a child at 

Shivnert on 19 February 1630, who was named Shivay! 30 

and the Government Sardesat, 4 New History of the Marathas 1s quite clear that 
Malik ‘Ambar “ practically remade the history of the Deccan with the help of the 
Marathas” (p 44), and that Maloyi and his son Shahyl rose to prominence as the 
helpmates of Malik ‘Ambar (p 45) Ed] 

24 Sknabkazrat, 9, 26-28 

25 MTS, XV, 230, XK, S46 Afugdsa asa kund of fan terre grammed by the Sate as 
lieu of military service See Vol II, Ch XX. 

26 Jadunath Sarkar gives 12 August 1630, as the date of Lakhoyis murder (House of 
Shuvayl, p 31) V S Bendre on the basis of Jadhe Shakava]t, gives the date as 24 
July 1629, AARSM, 188 

27) = Shiver}, a hill fort in Poona distnet 

28 Shivabharat, 8, 1718 For the reception of Shahyt m the Mughal Camp, see Labor, 
quoted an Sarkar, House of Shivaj:, 38 9 

29 «Ibid, 6, 37:38 

30 Histornans are not unammous on the date of Shiva s birth The traditional date, 
based mainly on the chronicles, and accepted by Grant Duff, Sardesai, Jadunath Sarkar 
and the Government of Maharashtra, falls in Apnl, 1627 But the date mentioned 
above, 19 February 1630, ze , Saka 1551, Phalgun Vadya 3, seerns to be more authentic 
as it Se eee Shivabharat, Jedhé Shakavaft, comtemporary horoscope, 
ete Shr:Sétu Madhava Rao Pagadi 1s advocating a new date 12 March 1628, which ts 
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Shahi could not long continue with the Mughals as his tnterests were 
linked with the Nizam Shahi dominions to which he returned in 1631 Burhan 
Nizam Shah III was poisoned in February 1632 by his minister Fath Khan, 
and hus son Husain III, a boy of seven, was raised to throne 3! But Fath Khan 
was not long in the ascendant He was so full of pride at his success that he 
ever faced the Mughal onslaught with the concurrence of Randaula Khan of 
Byapur. Soon he had to surrender ‘Ambarkot Mahakot and Daulatabad 
to the Mughal general Mahabat Khan The back of Nigam Shahi resistance 
was broken and Fath Khan made his submission while the boy Husain was 
taken to Gwalior and imprisoned there 


The days of the Nizam Shahi monarchy seemed to be numbered But 
at this crucial moment Shahyi took the lead, placed a scion of the Nizim 
Shahi dynasty Murtaza on the throne as Murtaz& Nizim Shah III and made 
Pémgiri (Ahmadnagar district) the capital of the State He even persuaded 
‘Muhammad ‘Adil Shah to come to his help, and ‘Adil Shihi nobles such as 
Khawas Khan, Randwula Khan and Murari Pandit supported the cause of 
Deccan independence ‘The death of Mahibat Khan in October 1634 seemed 
to be a boon to Shihyl’s cause But soon tables were turned with the arrival 
of Shah Jahan in the Deccan early 1n 1636 The Imperial forces under Sh@’ist& 
Khan and Allahvard: Khan pressed Shahyi from all sides and he had to move 
Murtaza from P&émgiri to Mahauli In order to create a wedge between 
Shahyi and Muhammad ‘Adil Shah his capital was closely invested, Sha’ista 
Khan captured Junnir The ‘Adil Shahi resistance was soon humbled and 
Muhammad ‘Adil Shah was made to conclude a treaty with the Mughals, 


It was difficult for Shahyt to resist the onslaught any longer Mahauli 
wis invested , 1t was only when provisions within the fort were exhausted that 
Shahji surrendered the puppet Sultan along with Mahauli and some other 
forts to the Mughals, and himself joined the ‘Adil Shahi service with Poona 
and Stipa as his Jigir This was the last phase of the Nizam Shahi Kingdom 2 
Its territories were now divided between the Mughals and Byapur 


based on the Darya Khan incident mentioned in the Shivabharat, and Badshah Nama 
For a detailed information on this point, see Apte and Paranype, The birth date of 


Shivajt, Poona, 1927, Report of the Maharashtra State, Bombay, 1968, and Navabhdarat, 
Wai, November 1967 


31 According to Sarkar, Burhan Nizam Shah was setzed with msanity and died within 


two months (Feb 1632), House of Shan, p 32 


{Basdtin, 296, says that Husain was seven years of age when he was placed on the 
throne Ed] 


32 Thus Lahori 1,229 30 Shivabharat9 20says that Shahjiwasable to keep Poona 


and Siilpa as his Jagirs where he rema:med virtually independent of Mughal control * 


According to Sardesat, op cit , 64, the yagir granted to him was worth four lakhs per 
annum 
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Shahyi spent the rest of his life in serving the ‘Adil Shaihis mostly in 
Karnatak and helped to increase the area of ‘Ad:l Shahi jurisdiction in that 
region Under Randaula Khan he captured Ikkéri in December 1637, along 
with Afzal Khan he took Sira and Bangalore and reduced the Wodeyar of 
Seringapatam to obedience They also captured Basavapatam, Tumktr 
and Vellore °? Shahji was posted permanently to Bangalore by Muhammad 
‘Adil Shah and he made it lus headquarters He converted the region ‘into 
a minature Maharashtra” «although he remaimed loyal to the ‘Adil Sh&hts 
all along 34 


Shahji was suspected of double dewing with the recalcitrant elements 
in Karnatak and wis also held responsible for the activities of lus son Shiyan 
against the Byapur government The death of Randaul& Khan in 1643, 
a great friend and supporter of Shahyi, adversely affected hus position in the 
‘Adil Shahi Court and at the initiative of Mustafa Khao and with the active 
mstigation of certain Byapur sardars imcluding Bayi Ghorparé of Mudhdl, 
Shalyi was called to Byapur ind placed under surveillance 75 But Muhammad 
‘Adil Shah did not wish to alienate the sympathies of the powerful Maratha 
chief After being under surveillance for some time he was allowed to proceed 
to Karnatak It was now that his son Simbhaji was killed in an encounter 
with the chief of KanaXgirj 36 

ee ee oe 


The death of Muhammad ‘Add Shah in November 1656 and the 
dissensions that ensued at Byapur left Shahyi undisturbedin Karnatak as the 
virtual master of the region Here he introduced new methods of admuinis- 
tration and established perce and order Itissaid thathe pada bnef visit 
to his old jagir in 1662 where he met hus son and wife and urged the former not 
to harm ‘Adil Shahi territory, and helped Shivayr in selecting the site for a 
new fort capital, Rdigarh, for his growing possessions He returned to 
Bangalore, and in the subsequent year, on 23 January 1664 he suffered 3 


fatal riding accident at HOdigere, netr Basayipatam He was a by 


his third son Vyank6ji to Ins jagirin Rarnatak Wad there ei : 
Historians have paid very little attention to the career of Shahji and 


have failed to give him due credit for his pirtin founding the Maratha power 
He was a king maker in Maharashtra and Jaw giver in Karnatak He did 
not assume 1oyal power or become a Chhatrapatt himself, but he was the 
virtual ruler of the Nizam Shahi Kingdom between 1633 and 1636 He 
‘created a fecling amongthe Marathas that they could also carry onan indepen- 


33. Some of these towns changed hands and were reconquered a few months later 

34 Sardesa, op cit, 73 

35 Shiuabhtrat, Cantos, 12, 13, 14 

36 See Sardesai, op cit, 80,81 also Bakhar, 91 Q, edited by V K Wakaskar, Barods, 
31, art. 31 
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dent existence. Hespent the first part of his career, up to 1640, in Maharashtra, 
and retired to Karnatak giving full freedom to Shivaji to manage the territories 
assigned to him in his Poona jagir 


He was highly respected im Karnatak, where he introduced sound 
administration and brought many palaigars and chieftains hhe Raja 
Virabhadra of Viduptir, Kantirava of Seringapatam, Keng Nayak of Kondés, 
Tirumala Nayak of Madura1, Venkata Nayak of Ankél, the ruler of Tanjore, 
etc under his sway and became their leader in championing their cause in 
the ‘Adi Shahi Kingdom 


It can hardly be denied that Shahyi paved the way for Shivaji the founder 

of the Maratha power_ His later career, particularly from 1640 to 1664, as 
aywadé has pointed out, not only runs parallel to Shivyi’s career but we 
often find him encouraging his son in his state-building activities 37 The 
persons who trained Shivaytin his civil and military actrvities were the nominees 
of Shahyi They were specially selected to help him maintam discipline in Ins 
yagirand prepare him for his futureactivities Shahi, however, did not actively 
support the violent activities of Shivaji, but was content to remain a distant 
observer He visited Shivay’s territory in 1660 1662, apparently to persuade 
hum to refrain from depradations against the ‘Ad:l Shahi kingdom, but the 
idea behind ths visit seems to have been to take a review of Shivan’s activities 


Jt was perhaps during this visit that R@igagh was selected as the political centre, 


to which Shivaji shifted his capital in 1666 to meet the requirements of his 
growing dominions 38 


Thus Shahyij would ever remain in the annals of Maratha history as 
the king maker and inspirer of Marathi independence 
ne eee ee 


4 Shnap (1630-1680) 


Shivaji was born in a penod when the Deccan States were in a fluid 
condition, and the Mughals had yet to assume full control over this region 
He fought with the ‘Adil Shahis in the initial stages of consolidation of his 
power, and with the Mughals in the last two decades of his career 


The condition of life in the Deccan on the eve of hts birth was gloomy 
and bleak The great famine of 1630-31, an unparalleled event in the history 
of this land according to foreign observers,?9 inflicted many hardships on 
the people “© ~The contemporary Maratht and Sanskrit sources mention the 
devastating effects of this famine The rising prices caused by the scarcity 
of food stuffs made life miserable Even cases of canmibilism were reported 


37 Radha Madhava Vilas Champa, Introduction, 100-103 
38 Sablasad 68 


39 Moreland, From Akbar to Aurangzeb, p 218 
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According to the contemporary poet saint Ramdas, most of the people were 
reduced to beggary, which rendered begging fruitless 4! Villages were 
depopulated as some people died of starvation and others were farced to leave 
their homes in search of livelihood elsewhere The famine took a heavy toll 
of population, and according to Ramdas, only about five per cent of the popula- 
tion survived There may be exaggeration in this general statement, but the 
loss of man and animal power was no doubt considerable 


This famine had dislocated the economy of the region Trade and 
industry had come to a standstill Prices of grain soared up and even at fancy 
prices provisions were not often available People were willing to dispose 
of their immovable property, but there was no demand for it 42 


According to a factory record, “ the whole land between Gujarat and 
Golkonda had become one vast chammel house” The rams that followed 
famine came with a vengeance only to add to the musery of the people It ts 
asserted that “‘ never m the memory of man the lke famine and mortality 
happened” A Dutch report says that the cry of the people was “‘ give us 
sustenance or kuil us 743 


Thus the famine of 1630-31 adversely affected the econonuc life of the 
region, and vast areas in the Deccan were either desolated or destroyed by this 
unprecedented calamity 


Shivayi had thus to work against many odds, political as well as economic 
He had to create a State which was politically enduring and economucally 
stable 


Early actuities of Shivapi 

Shahyis original jagir comprised the tract of land in Poona district 
bounded by the rivers Bhima in the north and Nira in the south I¢ included 
four major parganiis namely Indapur, Poona, Stipa and Chakan. Parmanand 
has indicated the autonomy of Shahyi’s yagir by pomtimg out that after the 
destracnion of the Nizam Shahi Kangdom at the hands of the Mughals, Shaiyt 
who had been a king maker agreed to a division of what was left, between 
the Mughals and Byapur while having his yagir regranted to him“ This 
explains why Shivaji behaved like a born ruler and adopted a seal of his own 
when he was hardly sixteen A Marath: document of 1646, recording his 
confiscation of the Patilhi Watan belonging to Bab&tyi Guyar of Ranze village 


41 Ithas Manjari, ed D V Apte, Poona, Shaka 1845, pp 23 27 
42, SISAL, Shaka 1838, pp 66-62 

43 Foster, op cif, 1630-33, 181 

44 oat frarafaqy wre <aface fear 1 


fecdtara aat ahaa afer 4 PAT RON 
Shivabharat, Canto 9, 20, 
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Khedébaré region, and punishing him by cutting off his hands and legs for 
misbehaviour, bears his seal in Sanskrit 45 


It was from this autonomous jagir thot Shahy! assigned about 36 villages 
from Poona pargina to Shivaji in 1636, ind by 1645-46 he became the trustee 
of the entire Jigir The tractin which he was working in hisimitial stages was 
known as Maval, the western belt of the Poona district about 90 milesinlength 
and between 12 and 24 miles in width = Thus area was yielding a revenue of 
about 40 thousand hons per year 46 


Shiva wis trained in the art of administration by Daddyi KGndadév, 
a kulkarni of Malthtina (Poona distnct), and Shimrio Ranzéhar Both 
were trusted servants of Shihyi and were matnly responsible for imbibing 
in young Shivaji a spint of self-respect and independence His character was 
manly built up by Jijsbti, his mother, to whom he wis deeply attached 
Parmanand refers to his carly education and describes how he learned reading 
and wnting as well as various other arts necessary for an administrator 4? 


Shivaj) and Dad&j1 had to undertake the rchabilitation of the jigir 
which had been ravaged by the ‘Adil Shthi sard@rs as well as by the devastating 
famine He hadalsotosettle the long-standing disputes of the people regarding 
natans, with a view to winmng their support to his cause The part played 
by Daddjt K6ndadév in realizing the settlement of areas, particularly in 
Khtdebaré and Mutht® masa} regions, was remarkable It 1s recorded that 
“he restored the lands to prospenty and compelled the déshmukhs and the 
hulkarnis to help cultivation by inducing people to settle in those areas 7°48 


In medieval pernod forts were considered the most strategic points in 
any region and Shivay was not slow to reahze this The first fort captured by 


him was_perhaps Konduna (Sinhgath from By pur, probably after the death 
oF Daddyi KGndadéy in 164749 He took possession of the Purandtr fort 


45 His seal reads 
wfrreantad afrenfaraafcar | 
mega fraetar yar wars UAT It 


* This seal of Shiva the son of Shaha waxing (daily) Itke the crescent of the moon and 
adored by the universe shines with benevolent splendour ™ 


According to some Shivay: aumed at founding a Hindu State (Hindavi Svariyya) 
but the document from which this reference 1s drawn Is not an original one but 1s a copy, 
and the editor, Rajwadé, has expressed his doubts about the validity of this document, 
ina footnote, AIS, 15 268 At least his seal appears to be a secular one shining 
for the welfare_of all people 

46 Sabhasad, p 107 anes 
47 Shivabharat Cantos,9 70-74,10 34-41 


48 Shia Charitra Sahitya BISM Publication, H letters 9596 (henceforth referred 
to as SCS) 


49 Shivabharat, introduction, p 130 
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probably in the same year, by bringing pressure on the sons of Sarnatk, the 
qil‘ahdar of the fort, asit was of great strategic umportance to him 5° Earher 
he had persuaded Daddji Narasprabhi Déshpandé of Rohidkhoré to help 
him in his mission of liberation of the Maratha country 5! Jn the next few 
years he brought Rohida (Vichitragarh), T6rana_ (Prachandgarh), Raygarh, 
Chakan, etc under his control, and fortified his jagir against any sudden 
attack from the enemy 


These bloodless acquisitions made Shivaji the master of northern 
Konkan and this he did without disturbing the existing governmental arrange- 
ments Shivay, however, felt that his territoria) authority had not yet extended 
beyond hisoriginaljdgir Hehadmade uphismind tocontrol alitheimportant 
postsin his region Javali, which had a commanding strategic position, now 
attracted his attention and he started planning its acquisition 


Javali was then held by a member of a Maratha family called the Morés 
enjoying the title of Chandra Rio This principality had been under the 
sovereignty of Byapur ever since the sixteenth century Shivay ammed at 
extending his termtory into south Konkan This was possible only if he had 
held Javali He had amicable relations with the MGrés till 1656, and he hoped 
to win them over to his side But the terms which Shivay: proposed were 
refused bythe Mérés Shivay: thereupon sent astrong force under Raghunath 
Ballal Kordé, which engaged the Moré army and defeated it Pratap Rao 
M@re escaped to Byapur while Yashwant Rao fled to Rairi Shivay: now 
began negotiating with him through an agent and a meeting was arranged 
between the two ‘ When the Mor@ys came down to meet Shivayi he killed 
Yashwant Rao and carried his two sons to his possession ”* 


This act of Shivay: has been held by some historians as “the result_of 
deliberate murder and organised treachery,” a premeditated murder for per- 
sonal gain and not a pardonable homicide done in self defence or 1n the heated 
blood of an open fight,52 while others consider it as an act, political in nature 
commutted under dire_political exigencies $3 Whatever may be the motives of 
Shivajt his guns in men and money out of this mcident were considerable 
and they enabled him to strengthen his original jagir by acquiring new areas 
The capture of Java]i led in fact to the acquisitton of the important forts of 
Pratapgarh and Raygarh 
et t—_. 


Whule stabilising his postion in his own and the adjoining territories, 
he endeavoured simultaneously to maintain friendly relations with the Mughals 
a 


50 SCS, III, 399 

51 MIS, Vol 15 268 

*[{The episode has been described at Jength by Sardesar, op cf, 112,133. Ed] 
52 Sarkar, Shia and His times, pp 43-44 

53 BB Missa, “ The Incident of Jaya," JIH, XV, 54-70 
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in the Deccan which had been administered by Aurangzeb since 1653 Shivayt 
sought permission from the Mughals to acquire terntones and forts from the 
‘Adil Shaht Kingdom, and tt was granted without hesitation as they themselves 
were interested in wiping out ‘Adil Shahi influence altogether. 


But this peace with the Mughals proved to be transitory. After the 
conquest of Jiiva}1, Shivayi launched an attach against the Mughals themselves. 
It was in May 1657 that Shivay: delivered a night attack on Junnar and carned 
away 4 vast amount of booty. He then attacked Ahmadnagar where he was 
only partially successful 54 Aurangzeb therefore adopted defensive measures 
and instructed his officers to beat back the raiders, pursuc them and annihilate 
them Inthe meanwhile, the Byapur King concluded peace with the Mughals. 
Shivaji therefore thought it prudent to stop raiding the Mughal territory after 
capturing the city of Kalyainin #657. While on the one hand he continued 
strengthening his forces, he sought and obtained an agreement from Aurangzeb 
and pledged his loyalty to the Emperor. But the departure of Aurangzeb 
to the north in January 1658 to fight his way to the throne changed the whole 
situation 


Shivayt had by now consolidated his position in his onginal terntory 
and had extended it by captunng the Javali_ principality of the M6rés In 
1647-48, his sway was confined only to areasin Poona, Indaipfir, Chakan and 
Baramati but by 1656 not only was the Jaiva]1 principality added to 1t but he 
had captured the areas between M&hu}ji and Mahiad, thus making himself the 
master of north Konkan except the portions belonging to the ‘Adil Shaht 
Kingdom, the Siddis and the Portuguese 


ex paid special attention to the organisational aspect of his 
small staté even in 1657-58 He hada band of workers such as MOrdpant 
Pinglé the Péshwa, Nil6 Sondévathe Majumdar, Nétap: Palkar the Sarnaubit, 
Abayi SOndéva the Sfirnis and Gangayi Mangayi the Waqnis, helping him in 
conducting the administration of his small state He had an army of about 
1000 horse, nearly the same number of infantry and forty forts under his 


control 55 Thus by 1659 Shivay: was well-prepared for any eventuality and was 
In readiness to accept any challenge to Ins authority, 


The Afzal Khan Episode 


The capture of Javalji by Shivay in 1656 alarmed the ‘Adil Shahi authonties 
who started looking at Shivay’s activities with great concern As most of 
the Jeading Maratha sardars like Ghatgé, Nimbalkar, Jadhay, M6ré, Shirké, 
Mahadik, Gtyar, MOhité, etc , were attached to the ‘Adil Shihi Kingdom, 
its rulers in the initial stages thought that they could curb Shivay: without 


54 Sabhasad, 4 
55 Sarkar, Shivaji, p 57. 
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much effort Asearlyas 1644 Muhammad ‘Adil Shah had urged Bayt Ghorpate 
of Mudhd!} to check the activities of Shivap in the Poona region*® and dissuade 
the people from joining himin hisrebelliousundertakings But Shivan thwarted 
the ‘Adil Shahi moves and proclaimed himself the master of the M&val 
territory)? and Inter of the Jdva}i area. According to the political usages of 


the seventeenth century, a jigirdir_wis_ not the master o n 
within his territorma{ jurisdiction But Shivayt had realized the historical 
fact that he could control his territories only if he could possess the forts 


lying there This made him adopt the policy of captunng fortsin quick 
succession and of establishing hts complete control over the yigir The ‘Adil 
Shahi rulers had realized the danger involyed in it and brought pressure on 
Shahj1 to dissuade his son from such anti-‘Adil Shahi activities Shahyl was 
confined at Biyapur and was released only when Shivajt agreed to surrender 
Kondana (Sinhgath) to the Byapur Kingdom 


The release of Shihj1 under pressure, however, gave a new turn to 
Shivayi’s activities He first acted as his father’s deputy but after this event, he 
declared himself independent in his jagir and established Jus new status by 
capturing Javajl in 1656 

Muhammad ‘Adil Shah died in November 1656, and the reins of the 
State fell into the hands of Bart Sahiba, the mother of ‘Al: ‘Adil Shah I, 
who wasa minor When Shahi expressed his inability to control his son, 
Bayt Sahiba appealed to her nobles to undertake the task of punishing Shivay: 
Afzal Khan, one of the leading mihtary nobles of the ‘Adil Shahi court, was 
commissioned to mirch aginst Shivaji and bring him alive or dead 4? = Afzal 
Khin assured herinthese words  “ Whatis Shivajy:? I shall take him alive 
and bring him here a prisoner without ever alighting from my horse’ 
Farmins were issued 1n the name of the Sultt%in to the déshmukhs of the Maval 
territory ordering them to yom Afzal Khan. Some of them like the Khopadés 
responded to this call, but the Jédhés refused to join the Khin and prefirred 
to serve the interests of Shivayr 6! 


A farmin issued to Kinhdyt Jédht in June 1659 outlines the purpose 
of Afzal Kbin'’s expedition. Jt siys* “ Shivay esther through ignorance of 
unconsctously 16 disturbing the Muslims and capturing forts in the ‘Add Shahi 
territories ” Afzal Khtin wis therefore, appointed to dnve fim out from that 
terntory and Kainhdy) was ordered to hefp him in putting an end to Shiva: © 


$6 Persian Source of Indian History, ed G He Khare, BISA, Poona, 1934, I, 48 
57, AMIS, 17, 10, 19, suf, 8 p 2 

$8 Suldasad. 7, 

$9) Shtvakalin Patra Sar Sa igraka (SPSS), BISM, Poona, 1930, 1, 774 
 Sitkasal, P 8B 

Gl SFIS, 15,336, 338, Vol 17, 11 
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But this request went unheeded and the Jédhés not only continued as partisans 
of Shivayi but they also persuided other déshmukhs to co-operate with him 6 


The Khan left Byapur in September 1659 and met Shivay: on the small 
plateau on the Pratapgarh hill on_10 November 1659, where he was killed by 
Shivan Afzal Khan was unpopular among the Marathas as he was suspected 
to have been responsible for the death of Simbhayi the elder brother of Shiva 
sn. 1654 on the battlefield of Kenan as wellas for desecration of the temples 
of Pandharptr and Tuljaptir The death of Afzal Khan was therefore widely 
acclaimed in the Maratha country. 


This episode may rightly be described as a turning point in the career 
of Shivaji ®* It appears thit the army at the disposal of the Khan was not 
adequate enough to resist Shivaji He was, therefore, advised by Bari Sahiba 
to “ pretend friendship with his army 65 The military weaknesses of Byapur 
thus enabled Shivay: to realise his aim of founding an independent Kingdom 
on the ruins of that State After this event, the ‘Adil Shah: power did not make 
any serious attempt to curb Shrvaj: It tned to maintain, on the contrary, 
friendly relations with him, particularly after” 1672 % 


The Afzal Khan episode ts significant in Maratha history in many 
respects The attich on Afzal’s camp after his death secured for Shivaji 1 
large booty which enabled Jum to consolidate and strengthen his position 
It also put to test his entire orgamisition of the State Shivaji was apprehensive 
of the probable danger involved in facing this ordeal He had taken due 
preciutions regarding the survival of the Maratha power, and it must be said 
that his organisation withstood this critical moment in Maratha history 
It established the Maratha power firmly and encouraged Shivay: to plunge 
into greater adventures 


This episode has become a matter of controversy among historians 
foralongtime Jadunath Sarkar, however, after weighingallrecorded evidence 
in this behilf, has settled the point “‘ that_Afzal Khan struck the first blow ’67 


The conflict between Shiva and Byapur was essentrally polttical in 
nature, and not communal It may be interpreted as a war of liberation in 
which Shivaji succeeded 1m winning over the deshmukhs of the Mava] region 
to his side as against Afzal Khan 


63 Shna Charitra Pradtp,ed D V Apte and S M Duvekar, BISM, Poona 1925, 
Jédhe Shakavalt, P5 


64 Shwwatharat, Cantos 17 to 21, Sabhasad, pp 719 


65 rites Records on Shnap (ERS) ed Parinjpe & D V Kale, BISM, Poona 
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Taking full advantage of the flight ofthe Byapur army from Prat&pgarh 
Shivaji marched to Panhal& which was gatrisoned by the Byapur troops, and 
by a stratagem occupied it Réangina and Khéjna were taken by assault and 
Shiva: changed the name of the latter to Vishalgath or ‘‘ Gigantic Fort” 
a name by which it1s known to the present day He then marched to Rayaptr 
onthesea, captured Dabhdland sent enormous booty to his redoubt at Rajgarh 
There was consternation at Byapur and the Sultan ordered a large force to 
proceed against Panhala and placed ,it under Fazal Muhammad Khan son of 
Afzal Khan At the same time Sifidi Javhar, who was dignified by the title 
of Salaibat Khan, was asked tojoin Fazal Panhala was closely invested by the 
Byapurarmy andit was difficult for Shivay to prevent the encirclement While 
he was successful in escaping to Vishalgath on 22 September 1660, it was not 
tll after ‘Alt ‘Adil Shah had himself proceeded to the fortress and the siege 
was tightened so that it was taken over tn January 1661 


But Shivaji was restless and he again appeared before RayapUr which 
was captured and plundered As Shivaj: suspected the English factors there 
of siding with his enemies, he imprisoned some of them and did not release 
them for two years After Rajapfr he moved on to Shnngarpir which was 
under a Martha chief, Surya Rao Survé In the action Survé was killed and 
Shringarptir wis taken over by Shivaji 


Shivy: had now become the virtual master of south Konkan and 
‘Adil Shah wanted to oust him from there He therefore sent his general 
Ikhlas Khan with Baj31 Ghorparé of Mudhol and Shivay’s half brother Vyanko)! 
to chastise him = But Shrvay: struck first Before Bay! GhGrpayé could join 
Ikhlas Khan he surprised the former by attacking him in Mudhdl itself He 
plundered the town, killed Bayi and put his men to the sword, and so defeated 
the plans of ‘Ali ‘Adil Shah 


‘Alt ‘Adil Shah died in December 1672 and was succeeded by his five 
year old son Sikandar, the last ruler of the ‘Adil Shahi dynasty No doubt 
taking advantage of this change Shivast recaptured Panhdla, Satara and Parall 
A strong force sent under the leadershipof Bahlo! Khan had an encounter 
with the Maratht forces headed by Prat3p Rio Giyar at Umaranl (Umbrini) 
about thirty-five miles from Byapur Bahldl was defected in open action on 
15 April 1673, but on entreating the Maratha general, was allowed to escape 
Shivayt ordered his pursuit and he was routed at Néstrl But the victory 
Was won at the cast of the life of the Maratha genera! Pratip Rio 


Shiva: and Aurangzeb 


Aurangzeb was the Viceroy of the Deccan twice, once from 1636 to 1644 
and next from 1652 to 1658 Durnng his first Viceroyalty he was pre-occupied 


"68 Sarkar, Shivaji, XIV fora full desenption of Shivayi’s dealing with the Rsyaptr factors 
see, Sardesas, op cit, 140 For the Shnngarpur affaur, ibid., 139 
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with reorgamisation of Deccan finances as also with the affairs of Buyapur. 
The interference of Aurangzeb 1n the affairs of Byapur on the basis of the 
supposed allegitumacy of Muhammad ‘Ad:l Shih’s successor ‘Alt ‘Adil 
Shah II resulted in the annexation of Bidar, Kalyani and Parénda to the Mughal 
Empire in 1657 On the other hand Shivay: felt confident enough to make 
a might attack on the Mughal fortress of Junnir in May 1657 and carry off 
innumerable booty from tt Not long after this he appeared before Ahmad- 
nagar and, as has been noted above, was partly successful in raiding it 


It was now that Aurangzeb left the Deccan for the north to fight his way 
to the throne, and his continued absence allowed Shivaj: to consolidate his 
position in Konkan 


Firmly seated on the throne, Aurangzeb appointed Shiista Khan to 
the Viceroyalty of the Deccan Sha’ist& Khan started onthe Deccan expedition 
iJuly 1659 Heleft Ahmadnagarin February, occupied Poona and Baramati 
and took up his residence in Shivay’s own house, the Lat Mahal He was able 
to capture many forts including Chakan which was defended by Firang6yi 
Narsala well mgh for two months 


Kar Talib Khan, assisted by the Ra: Bagan of Mahtr, was commis- 
sioned to chastise Shivaji in south Konkan But Shivaji not only humbled 
the Khan, but many Rajyds of Konkan came under his grip On_ the whole 
Sha’ista Khan was successful and “wove his col round him (Shivaji ) and 
crippled him in the region round about Sxitara” But at the end of three years 
of comparative failure Shivayt contrived to come down upon Sha‘ist® Khan's 
residence at Poona Heas well as his four hundred intrepid followers were 
all dressed as Mughal soldiers and were thus admitted by the gite-heeper 
without suspicion Inthedead ofthe night Shivay entered the house and made 
short work of the sleeping Mughal soldiers, and it was sheer luck of the Khan 
that he was not killed but escaped with the Ioss of his forefingeis © 


This was followed 1n 1664 by the spectacular attack on Surat, the richest 
port of the Mughal empire on the west coast. ~The Mu ghaf Governor, Fathu ’I- 
l&h Khan did not offer battle and shut himself in the Fort leaving the town at 
the mercy of Shivay’s men The city was plundered? and the spoils were 
utilized in fortirfying and strengthening Maratha forts The reports of the 
barbarous cruelty and atrocities of the Marathas in Surat?! are based on the 
reports of a factor Anthony Smith, a man of shady character,?* and contem- 


69 Sardesar, op cit, 143-4 

70 Sabhasad, 60-61 

7i ERS, 1, 73,p 60 

72 The President of Surat Factory writes about him that he injured the Company’s interest 
by telling some lies to the Marathas during his captivity See Foreign Biographies of 
Shiai, Calcutta, Introduction, XXXVI 
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porary evidence does not accuse Shivaji as being guilty of unnecessary cruelty 73 
His aim was merely to wrest money from the rich merchants of the chief Mughal 
port, and in this he vastly succeeded 


Surat was again plundered in October 1672 by Shivaji who appeared 
before the town with an army of fifteenthousand Hehad recessed intelligence 
that the Mughal Governor was dead and there was only a small gztrison to 
defend the fort Shivay: pillaged the town for three days and retreated only on 
receiving the news that the Mughals were concentrating there to attack the 
Marathas The Enghsh merchints of Surat were so cowed down that they 
waited on Shivan with presents of cloth and other articles while he was there 
It ts said that he was able to take with him a vast treasure worth sixty-five lakhs 


Aurangzeb, determined to crush Shivayi’s growing power, now sent 
one of his chief nobles, Mirza Raya Jai Singh of Ambéy, as Viceroy and 
Commander in Chief of the Deccan Jai Singh was already past 60 when he 
was commissioned for the task in which many generals had failed He began 
by establishing his hold on the uplands of the region, and solicited the support 
of the English and the Portuguese to help him by their armies, as well as of the 
Palvigirs of Karnatak He took up his residence at Poona and occupied the 
Important post of Léhgath The Mughal army Iaid stege to the great fort 
of Purandar Shivayt, who was camping ner Gor, reached Purandar about 
the middle of Apnl He at once came to the conclusion that it was difficult 
to oppose Jai Singh s forces and made lus submission on 11 June 1665 The 
treity of Purandr was signed onthe 12th —_ By this treaty Shivay: ceded to the 
Mughal twenty-three forts and adjacent areas yrelding a revenue of four lakh 
hons, while he retained only twelve forts which could hardly fetch « revenue 
ofoneJakh hons Jaa Singh, at the same tame, ashed Shiyviap to pay a visit to 
the Capital, Agra, and present himselfat the Imperial darbar 74 After making 
necessary arrangements for the administration of his estate during his absence 
he proceeded to Agra with his son Sambh&yl, seven officers and a select escort of 
250, on 5 March 1666, and reached 1t on 11 May 1666 


Under the order of the Emperor he was met at one day’s march from the 
capital by Rim Singh, son of Mirza Raja, and other dignitaries He was ted 
to the Diwan 1 Khas by Ram Singh and Mukbhs Khan, when Shivay: presented 
1 nadbar (offering) to the Emperor It wis the Emperor’s birthday and all 


‘73 ‘Ibid, p XXXV_ 

74 See Sabhasad 4351, 
[The precipitate submission of Shiva: has surprised many historians. Some like 
Ranade, op cit, p 47, refer to “the native Chronicle” which says that Shivaji was 
inspited by the goddess Bhavan! and that Ja: Singh was also “a favounte of the 
gods " Sardesai op eft , 158, says that he wanted to appeal to Jai Singh “asa Hindu ™ 
ta appreciate and support the national uplift’ However that may be, it appears that 
he dic not feel equal to the task of opposing the Mughal army just then £d.] 
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was glittering at the Court Shivaji saw robes of honour being presented to 
prominent persons and was prqued by lis having to stand in the third row behind 
Jaswant Singh He was flurnied and left the Court unceremoniously. The 
Emperor was greatly concerned andissued orders that Shivaji should not 
attend the Court any more He was now “ put in the charge of Ram Singh” 
but was allowed sisits from many Officials of rank to whom he sent sweetmeats 
by way of gift No doubt with the conmvince of his entourage, on 17 August 
1666, he put himself in one of the large covered baskets and hts son Sambhayji 
in another, to be carried as sweets tied to a pole on the shoulders of hired 
coolies It was thus that he reached the outskirts of Agra, where two horses 
were ready for the father and the son and thence he travelled to Mathura 
and reached Rajgarh on 20 November 75 


Shivajt’s miraculous escape from Agra 1s an emgma which still puzzles 
historians Nothing can be sard conclusively regarding the route of his return 
As a consequence of this escape as well as of his recent set-back at Byapur, 
Jai Singh was replaced by Prince Mu‘azzam as the Viceroy and Jaswant Singh 
as his adviser. Ja: Singh, perhaps by the shock of this humhation, died 
at Burhanptr in August 1667 


Just then Shivaji took advantage of the change of Government in the 
Deccan and prevailed upon the new Viceroy, who was more plant thin Jai 
Singh, to approach the Emperor for an understanding with him = =The Emperor 
himself welcomed Shivayi’s offer and sent a farmin granting the title of Raja 
and at the same time confirming a minsab of 5,000 on Sambhay1 Sambhayi 
was ashed to yon Mu‘azzam at Aurangabad and was duly received by him, but 
was allowed to return The next ycar he was again at Aurangabad with a 
Maratha contingent, and was presented an elephant and a jewcelled sword by 
the Viceroy 76 But peace between the Emperor and Shrvayr did not last Jong, 
and Shivaji was again at loggerheads with the Mughal Empire in 1669 


Aurangzeb could never forget the escape of Shivayt from Agra 
He wrote in his last will, “‘ The greatest pillar of a government 1s the keeping 
of information about everything that happens in a Aingdom,—while even a 
munute’s negligence results in shame forlongyears See, how the flight of the 
wretch Shiva, which was due to carelessness, has mvolved me all these dis- 
tracting campaigns to the end of my days ””?7 


ay 

73 See Sarkar, Shivayz, 17377 + Aceording to Jédht Chronology Shivajis escape was 
made possible in a covered basket See also, Source Book of Maratha History, edited 
by Rawlinson and Patwardhan p 35, Stuvayt’s tisit to Agra, from Rayasthan Records, 
ed Sarkar and Raghubir Sinh, Poona, 1963 Jedhé Shakavaft, SCP, p 24 
(The strange episode of Shivay’s successful flight from Agra right through the Mughal 
Provinces shows the discrepit and possibly corrupt state of the Empure in those days. Ed) 

76 Sarkar Shug, 174-76 

77 Quoted from “ Anecdotes of Aurangzeb” in Sarkar s Shivaji, 153 54 
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Although Pnnce Mu‘azzam had Raja Jaswant Singh and Diler Khan 
as his counsellors, the period of Mu‘azzam's Viceroyalty spelt a complete failure 
ofMughalarms On the one hand Mu‘azzam was not equal to the task of oppos- 
ing Shivaji with any prospect of success and on the other there were differences 
between him and his advisers, while Shivay: was always alert and nonchalant 
Moreover 1t 1s reported that “ both Sultan Mu‘azzam and Jaswant Singh were 
in the habit of rece:ving large sums of money from Srvajee ” Naturally Shivay: 
took advantage of all these factors and was able to recapture some of the major 
forts ceded to the Empire by the Treaty of Purandar, including the great fort 
of Sinhgarh which was officered by the Rajptit Udaya Singh Rathdr 78 This 
was followed by the capture of Purandar, Maholi, Kalyan, Bhivandi and 
LoOhgarh, but Shivajt was not able to recover Shivnéri Huis attempt 
to take Janyira was also foiled by the stout defence of the citadel by the habasht 
officers especially by the Admiral Siddi Sumbul who was granted the title of 
Yaqut Khan by Aurangzeb for his defence of the island post 79 


Shivaji was touched to the quick by the aid the Mughal governor of 
Surat gave to the Siddis of Janjira andit was now that he raided Surat a second 
time Hewas at Surat from 3 October to 5 October 1670, and retraced his 
steps only when he heard thata large Mughal army was on the way from 
Burhangtr He not only extracted sixty six lakh rupeesworth of booty from 
the sacked town but also the promise of a payment of twelve lakhs per annum 
in future On the way back he met a large Mughal contingent between Vani 
and Dinddri Though the Mughal artillery proved effective, Shivaji managed 
to inflict some damage on the enemy and make his way into Konkan °° 


These successive set-backs enraged Aurangzeb, and with a view to 
intensifying his campaign, he appointed Mahabat Khan to the Deccan command 
and he was followed by Bahadur Khan and Duér Khan The Marathas under 
the leadership of M6rdpant Pinglé captured the important fort of Salhér, 
lying on the border of Khandésh and Guyarat, early in 1672 Meanwhile Shiva)! 
was harassing the Mughals in Khandésh, Baglana and Berar The Mughals 
tried torecapture Salhér but failed #! As has been mentioned above, the death 
of ‘Alt ‘Adi! Shah IT and the succession of the boy Stkandar made Shivayi's 
task comparatively easy in the Deccan, and when Dilér Khan tned to meet 
Shivajt’s army in south Konkan he was defeated The nsing of the Afghans 


78 Grant Duff, op ect, I, 187 Grant Duff's desemption of Sinhgath and us site, 00 
Pp. 187 88, is well worthastudy See also Sarkar, Shivayt, 208 Sinbgayh was captured 
on 4February 1670 

79 See Sarkar, Shivaji, 342, note 

80 Ibid, 176-78 


81 It was this defeat of the Mughal army which brought Mahabat Kb4n into disgrace and 
aoe hus transfer to Afghamstian He met his death on the way See Sabhasad 
-76 
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in the Imperial capital diverted the Emperor’s attention from the south and 
he recalled Dilér Khan from the Decean Thus Shtvajt remained unconquered 
and undisturbed by the Mughals practically till his death, except for a short 
while by Dilér Khan in 1678-79, when Panhala was attacked 


By 1673 Shivay: felt secure from any danger both from the Byapuris 
andthe Mughals, and he now formulated his plans to have himself crowned as 
Chhatrapati and thus affirm the foundation of the Maratha State 


“ Chhatrapatt Shnay” 


Shivajt decided to perform his coronation ceremony on a grand scale 
because he wanted to demonstrate that he was not a ‘mere zamindar’ ora 
vassal of Byapur but an mdependent sovereign He wanted complete equality 
of status with other sovereign powers in India He felt that he could claim 
loyalty of the people and allegiance of the chieftains only after declaring himself 
a crowned head and thus assume sovereign power over the Maratha country 
He had subdued his opponents, brought a good deal of territory under his sway, 
and so commanded respect from everybody There seemed full justi- 
fication for him to arrogate to himself the dignity of a crowned head and the 
position of the Chhatrapati of his people As Sabhasad puts 1t, “ He (Gagabha- 
tta) was rather uneasy that while the Musalmin Emperor sit on the throne 
under an umbrella, King Shivayt who had overawed the governments of four 
emp€rors and possessed seventy-five thousand cavalry and infintry, forts and 
strongholds, should have no throne and other insignta of honour enjoyed by the 
Musalman Emperors He, therefore, expressed his opinion that the Maratha 
king should use all those insigmia °°? 


Shivaji was crowned on the auspicious Friday, Jyestha Suddha 13, Saka 
1596/6 June 1674 A golden throne weighing 32 maunds, inlatd with the 
choicest and most precious jewels was manufactured for the occasion Accord- 
ing to Sabhdsad, the cost of the coronation was one crore and 42 lakh hons ® 
Fifty thousand Brahmans learned inthe Védas were assembled apart from many 
hundreds of other holy men, and they were treated for four months with food, 
sweets, money, ornaments and clothes ‘‘ Gagabhatta was given immense 
wealth ” Every one of the Pradhans or ministers was rewarded 84 Shivayt 
Started an era, the Rajashaka, to commemorate this event While pointing 
out the significance of this coronation, Sabhasad says, ‘‘ Hitherto in this age 
Mieccha Emperors ruled over the earth, but now this was the first Maratha 
King that assumed the dignity of Emperor, an event of no ordinary rmportance *5 


A 
82. Sabhasad as translated in “ Source Book of Maratha History ” ed Rawlinson and 
Patwardhan, Bombay, 1929, p 123 
83 Jadunath Sarkar thinks that it cannot be higher than 10 lakh hons, Shivaji, p 214 
84 Sharma, op cat, 1778 
85 Source Book of Maratha History, p 124 
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Jaabai, Shivajt’s mother dred on 18th June, a few days after the ceremony 
Shivay: had to perform his second enthronement three months after the first in 
accordance with the tantrik mtes suggested by Nischal Purl Goswam: *6 


Shiapn in Karnatak 


The coronation ceremony and the celebrations on the occasion had 
depleted the treasury of Shivay) He hadavery busy career til] his coronation, 
but his fighting didnotadd muchtohisterritory He could not bringeven one- 
third of the Maratha region under him His kingdom now compnised only a 
narrow strip of land of western India which included parts of modern Nastk, 
Poona, Satara, Ratnagiri and Kolaba districts He therefore, needed more 
money and territory to justify his claim to be the Chhatrapati of the Marathas 
It was with this motive that he planned the great Karnatak expedition in 1677 
and by 1678 carved out a kingdom in the South called the ‘ Kingdom of 
Chand? which proved of great strategic importance in later years 


The eastern portion of the South was mostly held by nobles of the 
‘Adil Shahi State, VyankOs1 (Ekji), Shivayi’s step brother, had carved out a 
principahty for himself at Tanjore 1m 1675 as a vassal of Byipur The charge 
that Shivaji, at the instance of Raghunath Hanumanté, the former counseller 
of Vyank6ji, demanded 1 share 1n hts father’s Jagir®? in Karnitak as well as the 
“biruds’:e insignia of honour and rank,®* from his brother does not seem to 
be acceptable Shivaji did not want to destroy Vyank6jis principahty, but 
only to be its protector ®9 


Shivaji found more favourable conditions to Jaunch an expedition in the 
Southin 1677 The civil warin the ‘Adil Shahi Kingdom, caused by the struggle 
for supremacy atthe Byapur court between the Dakhnis and the Habashis, and 
the preoccupation of the Mughals with the north-west frontier problems, 
enabled Shivay: to rmplement his policy uninterruptedly He sought and obtained 
not merely the neutrality of Abu’l Hasan Qutb Shah of Hyd rabid but actually 
his moral and monetary help in what 1s called Shivaji s Grand Design _ It 3s 
sad that Vyankojf had as his adviser Raghunath Hanumanté who had deen 
in Shahyi’s service and after his death continued to manage hus jagirs whuch 
descended to VyankdjI It is not clear whit was the cause of friction 
between the master and servant but the fact remains that Hanumanté lost 
VyankOyI's confidence and apphed that he may be allowed to go to Kishi on 
apilgtimage But insterd of proceedingto Kashthe first proceeded to By apur 
where there was a tussle between the Dakhnis and the Habashis, and then went 
Straight to Hydairabad and was received there with open arms by the Péshw 

86 Sarkar, Shiva pp 211-14, gives details of these rites 
87 Sabhasad, p 90 


88 Afaharashtrenhasachi Sadhane, ed V S Bendré, Bombay, 1966 Vol II, Pp 171 72 
89 Sabhasad, p 9J 
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Madanni__ Besides Jong secret talks with the Péshwa he was received in audience 
by the Sultan with whom he conversed “in chaste Persian ” Hefound Abu’l 
Hasan keen on receiving Shivaji at his capital and explore the possibiltties in a 
joint conquest of the South. 


It was a bold and far-reaching objective which Shivajt had in mind, 
and there:shttle doubt that:t was not entirely of his own accord that he sought 
Midanna’s help and arranged lus visit to the Qutb Shihi Capital Before 
proceeding to Hydarabid Shivay hid sought the blessing of a Muslim saint 
Baba Yaqtt of Kélsi, and of Mauni Bawa of Patgaon When he arrived at 
Hydarabad he was received in a right royal manner He had long discussions 
both with Madanna and the Sulttin, and a pact was signed under which (r) the 
Sultan was to pay 30,000 hons per day to Shivayi’s army so long as it was fighting 
in Karnatak, (i) 5,000 Qutb Shahi soldiers were to join in the expedition, 
(ut) the territory conquered by the combined army was to be divided equally 
between Shivaytand Abu'l-Hasan, (11) they should jointly oppose any Mughal 
advance southwards, and (+) Shivay: agreed to pay one Jakh hons to Abu’l 
Hasan 9° 


Shivayi left Hydarabad in March 1677, His first venture was to cut 
Byapur off from the South, and travelling by forced marches wa Karn, 
Tirupati and Madras he reached Jini and lured the Byapuri commander to 
deliver thit greatforttohim He then proceededto Vellore Thecitystooda 
jong siege and it wis not till August 1678 that it was finallycaptured Hecame 
face to face with his step brother Vyank6yi ata place on the Coleroon about ten 
miles north of Tanjore The two brothers were together for a whole week 
Shivay) wanted Vyank6ji to give up half the lands and property left by their 
father, to which Vyankoyi did not agree and left unseen on a raft to Tanjore 9! 
The die had now been cast, and in a single sweep Shrvaj! succeeded in 
occupying Kolar, Bangalore, Hosk6t, Balaptir, Arni and Sira, while he imposed 
chiuth and sard@shmukhbi on the Byapur possessions and when refused, 
plundered them Vyankéyi had noalternative but to bow to the reality and, at the 
instance of his wife Dipa Bai agreed to the pirtition of half his father’s assets 
The districts of Bangalore, Hoskdt and Sira were regranted to Vyank6ji on behalf 
of Shivan But while onthe one hand Shivay: kept his hold on the conquered 
territory by appornting Janardan Narayan Hanumanté as its admumstrator, he 


50 For details see Krishnaswamy Asyangar, “* Abul Hasan Qutub Shah and his Munusters ’, 
JIH, X, 1931, pp 109 ff, Sardesat, op cit, X Fall of Vellore, August 1678, Sarkar, 
Shivaji, 387 Sabhasad, 8386 Foreign Biographies of Shiva, Intr, xluxlvi 


Edwardes, the editor of Grant Duff's History of the Marathas says in a footnote on 
p 218 “Shivay wished to treat the estate asthe undivided property of Shahys, 
and by applying to it the Hindu law of inheritance to obtain half share as Shahyis son 
This view failed to recogmze the fact that after Shahyis death the estates had been 
regranted in their entirety to Wyankoyi by the Byapur government * 
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broke his plight with the Sulttin of Golkonda by not ceding any portion of the 
conquests to him 1s agreed to it Hydaribad The administration at Hydar 
abad naturally slipped away and once again joined hands with Byapur 


Historians are not unanimous on Shivayi’s obyect at Karnatak campaign 
Whether itis‘ land’ or‘ gold’ that motivated Shivay: to undertake this task 1s 
the main point of dispute among the scholars Jadunath Sarkar maintains 
that the main object of Karnatak campaign was money, and that ‘it was an 
organised plunder and the whole Karnatak was peeled tothe bones by Shivay 
Not land but gold was the main object of his campaign ” 


But the accounts of the chroniclers and other records, as pointed out 
above, show that he had permanent interests in the South According to 
Sabhasad, this new territory fetched himarevenue of about 20]akh honsa year, 
anditincludedahundredforts This meansthat neither retaliationnor plunder 
but permanent annexation formed the real object of Shivay’s Karnatak 
campaign Shivaji had assured the French traders of Pondicherry that he in 
tended to hold Karnatak for good By this single sweep Shivay: was able to 
shut the gateway to the south for the Mughals, decimate the power of Byapur 
in Karnatak and forge a wedge between the two remaining Sultanates of the 
Deccan, Byapur and Hydarabad 


Shivajt and the Siddis of Janjirtt 


Janjira (original name, Jazira or Island) 1s the name of a fortified island- 
town situated barely half a mile from the coast now in the Murud taluqa of 
Kolaba district, about forty five miles almost due south of Bombay At the 
time of the rise of Marathas it was ruled by the Siddis of Habashi extraction 
and the original name of the settlement was Jazira 1 Habashan 


The Stddis hailed orginally from Abyssinia and had settled 1n this island 
stronghold early inthe seventeenth century They werea tough race, and were 
supported 1n their successful endeavours against the Marathas first by the ‘Adil 
Shahis and then by the Mughals Small 21 numbers, they had the gnt of 
withstanding successfully the continuous onslaughts of the mighty army of the 
Marathas and not only remained independent nght through the Shivajt 
period but actually harassed and occupied the hinterland and even the island 
of Bombay, lying outside the Fort, for nearly a year and a half > 


We hear of the relations of the Siddis with Shiva im 1658 when he 
constructed a number of forts on the mainland such as Strgarh, Tale and 
GhO-alé which alarmed the Siddis, who had to “ purchase Shivaji s fnendshup’ 
by the cession of some terntory on the mainland 93 Two years Jater, in 

92 For a general hustory of Janjtra and the Siddis see B K Bhonsle, Janjtra Samasthancha 


Ithihas Also see S N Sen Suna Chhatrapatt 
93 Sardesai, ep cit, 121 
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December 1660, we find Siddi Jauhar actually helping the army of Byapur 
encircling Panhala where Shivay: had shut himself up, and, as has been noted 
above, it was with difficulty that he could escape to Vishalgath 94 Shivay’s 
main object mn this part of the coast was to dislodge the Siddis from their eerie 
so that he might claim mastery over the whole of the Konkan coast His 
difficulty was a continuous one as the Siddis paid homage to Byapur which 
recognized their chief as admural of their fleet, while, with the decay of the 
‘Adil Shahi administration and the growing influence of the Mughals on the 
western coast they were similarly recognised admirals of the Mughal fleet. 
Thus, apart from their grit and nonchalance they had the backing either of 
Byapur or the Empire as the case might be 


Reahsing the difficulty of dislodging the Siddis, Shivay: tried to deliver 
the island fort to their chief, offered him a mansab and threatened dire conse- 
quences 1n case of refusal But there was no response and the confrontation 
continued 95 It 1s remarkable that while Shivaji was able to subdue the whole 
of the Canara Coast belonging to the ‘Adil Shahis by the middle of 1675 he 
could not subdue the small island situated almost at a stone’s throw from the 
mainland, and this very proximity was a menace to Shivayi’s possessions 
They frequently carned raids into Konkin for plunder and were a constant 
menace to his subjects 96 As Balkrshna says, “ We cannot but admure the 
spirited defence of the Siddis in the long struggle which lasted about a quarter 
ofa century Ittsindeed strange thit the one who had swallowed a large 
part of the Byapur kingdom, who had shaken the foundations of the 
Mughal Empire, should have been baffled tn capturing the castle of Janjira 
after so many heroic efforts’ 9? He rightly ascribes this failure to the Siddis’ 
superiority in naval equipment and says that Shivayr’s light vessels could not 
break “ the cordon of big battleships nor stand the heavy fire of more than 
three hundred cannon firmng from the battlements of Janjira ” 


This 1s strange as Shivaji had been able to occupy Danda-Rayptri 
as early as 1659 61,98 and at least he could bombard effectively the defences 
of Janjira Nothing appeared easier than to cut off Janyira from the 
mainland , but whenever this was attempted the Siddis would in return side- 
track the Marathas and with their naval equipments raid the unprotected parts 
of the mainland The patience of Shivap had passed its limits and in 1665 
he invaded Janjira with great force, but failed In fact a few years later the 
Siddis were able to dislodge the Marathas from Dand& No doubt encouraged 


94 For the details of Shivayi's dealings with the Siddis at Panhtla see Grant Duff, op tit, 
pp 1412 Grant Duff, 174 calls Janyira * Impregnable” 

95 Factory Records, Surat, UXXXVIH, 21 May 1674 

96 Sabhasad, 83 

97. Balkrishna, Shivaj? the Great, I, 373. 

98 S N Sen, op cit, 89 ff 
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by the fortitude of the Siddis, Aurangazeb ordered the Governor of Surat to 
send thirty-six ships to therr help It 1s reported that the combined naval 
force of the Mughals and the Siddis created great havoc on the coast and sank 
a number of Shrvay’s ships by gunfire 99 


The three years, 1673 to 1676, were tahen up by repeated attempts of 
Shivaji to reduce Janjiri, and though some of these attempts were partially 
successful Shivaji could not subjugtte the Siddis It appears that he became 
alive to the capacity of Muslims in naval warfare and enrolled such captains 
as Daulat Khan in his service Butin a naval engagement between the Marathas 
and the Siddis at Satvali both the warring commanders, Siddi Sumbul and 
Daulat Khan were wounded The Marathas were victorious and Shivap 
followed this victory by further gains But the Siddis were adamant and the 
reinforcement sent under the Péshw& M6rdpant was not of much avail 
except that the Marathas were able to occupy Khandéri island, thirty mules 
north of Janjirad The Marathas now tried to fortify the ssland in August 
1679 but the English successfully precluded them from completing the project 
although they continued to fortify by stages '°° In a skirmish with the Siddis 
in January 1680 the Marathas lost heavily The death of Shivay: left the 
Siddis unchecked '° 


On succeeding his father, Sambhajl tried to curb the power of the 
Siddis Fortwolong years, from 1680 to 1682, he made frantic efforts to take 
Janjira but failed The 1sland was barely 800 yards from the mainland, and 
early in 1682 Sambhaji tried to construct a causeway across the channel by 
filling it with stones and earth, but failed to make much of an impression 1° 
He even tried to meet the Siddis’ fleet at sea but failed He followed in the 
footsteps of his father by employing Siddis themselves in his fleet, for a whole 
Maratha squadron was commanded by Siddi Misra when the Maratha fleet 
fought the Siddis’ fleet at Bombay in October 1681 '®3 On this occasion the 
Janjira fleet was commanded by the ruler of Janjira, Siddi Yaqtlt Musri was 
mortally wounded while the defenders played havoc with the Maratha fleet '* 


The next we hear of the Siddis was in 1689 when Aurangzeb ordered 
them to suppress piracy on the high seas by “interlopers ” who began to plough 


99 Sarkar, Shivajz, 366 ff 

100 English Records on Shivaji (henceforth ERS), ed Paranype and Kale II, 227, 234 
Factory Records, Bombay, Vill, 28 The English Factors call the Chief of Jansir4, 
‘Admural of the King of India’s fleet * 

101 Shivayni’s failure on the Siddi affair was partly due to the lack of a strong nayy, but 
mainly to the hostile attitude of the Bntish, the Portuguese and the Mughals 1n hs 
operations against the Siddis 

102. BK Bhonsle, Janjtra, 46-54, Grant Duff, op cit, 239-41 

103 Factory Reports Surat,90 Grant Duff, 240, puts the attack on Bombay in 1682 

104 Ibid, 241 
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the hich seas almost in opposition to the East India Company Yaqtt Kban 
attacled Bombay and made himself master of Mazagaon, S:ron and Mthim 
in Februan 1689 He was master of the island outside the Fort fora whole 
year and did not leave tll June 1690 18 


Sambhaji was killed in 1689 Like Shivay: he tned his best n many 
ways to overcome the Siddis, but ke him he failed In the end he had to be 
satisfied with controllmg the littoral to some extent, while the island of 
Janjtra was left high and dry dunng the penod under review. 


Tre Portuguese and the Marathas 


By the beginning of the seventeenth century the Mughals had already 
entered the Deccan and they were gradually, bringing the Deccan powers 
within ther fold The only European power then having any political 
ambition were the Portuguese The Portuguese came to India im the first 
instance as traders im search of spices, but later they acquired territory by 
conquest or cession till they had occupied Goa and a stnp of terntory from 
Damanto Chau} Vasco da Gama’s pnmary object was to mampulate trade 
routes from Portugal to India, but Affonso de Albuquerque’s occupation of 
Goain 1510 opened out a new vista forthe Portuguese Chaul was fortified 
in 1521, Dra mn Gujarat was occupied in 1534, Daman on the Maharashtra- 
Gujarat border acquired in 1558-60 Bahtdur Shah of Gujarat ceded Bassein 
and the coastal strip (including Salsette, Trombay, Karanja, Elephanta and 
Bombay), and the whole district was constituted into the Northern Province 
of the Portuguese Dominions with a Captain General in charge It was 
only on the advent of the other European powers on the scene and the rise 
ofthe Maratha State that they hadto recede About the middle of the seven- 
teenth century they were virtually replaced on the Coromandal Coast by 
the Dutch, the Bntish and the French, while on the Western Coast, Bombiy 
was ceded to the English Crown in [66]. and they were ousted from Cochin 
and Cannanore by the Dutch 1n 1663 


While they were in occupation of the Konkan stnp they naturally came 
in contact with the Marathas and tried to exercise some influence on their 
politics But ther policy was neither consistent nor clean When Shivap 
was at war with the Mughals about the beginning of 1663, the Portuguese 
Viceroy de Castro flurted both with Shiva andthe Mughals While he wished 
Success to Shivaji, and wrote to the Captain General of the North not to allow 
any provisions to reach the Mughal camp, he also wrote to the Mughal 
commander Jat Sigh saymmg that peace and friendship existed between the 
King of Portugal and the Mughal Emperor and informing him that orders 
had been sent to the Captain General of the North not to give any help to 


EEE ee ae 
105 Ibid 274-76, on p 276, 1.1 reference 1s made to a letter from Bombay to the Court of 
Directors, dated January 25, 1689 (not 1698 which 1s an obvious misprint). 
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Shiva! Again, while in 1669 they wanted to give full help to the Siddis of 
Janjira, the next year they entered into a treaty with the Marathas promusing 
them that they would not give “‘refuge or provisions of any kind to the 
Habashis ” 


The question of the capture of small boats plying in the creeks and 
along the shore, and the problem of political asylum to renegades and refugees 
also featured in this strugele The Sawants of Wa1, who refused to accept 
the supremacy of Shivay1, sought refuge under the Portuguese in 1667 regarding 
thisand other matters In 1675 Shivaji captured the fort of Phonda from them 
and brought the adjoiming territory under his control He occupied Daman 
in 1677, and demanded Chauth from the Portuguese, but it 1s not known 
whether any payment was ever made !06 


When Sambhaji succeeded his father Shtvay1, things became even more 
acute and it 1s related that Aurangzeb actually sought the help of the Portu- 
guese Viceroy, Conde de Aivor In response to this the Viceroy wrote to the 
Captain of the North to allow Mughal foices pass through Portuguese terri- 
tory against Sambhaji This meant open war between the Marathas and the 
Portuguese In April 1682 Sambhayi ransacked Portuguese possession in the 
north while the Portuguese retaliated by captumng Maratha vessels The 
conflict evidently went on for a whole year, for it 1s related that the Marathas 
were able to serze an island barely two miles from Goa The Viceroy was 
himself woundedin the fray, and not knowing “how few men there were 
in the island” Sambhayt left the Goa territory im December, 1683 


Shiva and the English 


Shivaji was no morethin a‘ raider,’ or 1‘ plunderer,’ or a ‘rebel’ ora 
* Grand Rebel’*to the English pnior tothe Afzal Khan episode After that event 
they started seeking his favour !°7 Shiyay: plundered the English factory at 
Rayjiptr in 1661 as the English tned to help his enemy Siddi Jouhar who had 
besieged Panhala fort on behalf of the Sultan of Byapur As the English 
were secretly helping hts enemies, he imprisoned three English factors and 
refused to release them without adequate ransom The Surat Council did 
not support the Rajaptir factors as they were umpmsoned by Shivay: “ not 
for defending Comp1ny’s goods, 1t was for going to the siege of Panhala and toss- 
ing balls with a flag thit was known to be the English’s ’’!08 


Dunng his first sack of Surat in 1664, Shivay had no mind to disturb 
the Company Still the Company took necessary precautions against all 
eventualities 109 The English Iooked at Shrvayi’s activities with a mixed 


106 © Pissulencar, Portuguese Maratha Sambandha 75 
107 ERS, 1, document Nos 12, 13, 19 96 114 
108 ERS, 1, p 37 

109 ERS,I,p 61 
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feeling of awe and respect They respected him because he ‘ retgned victoriously 
and uncontrolled ’ in his region,'!° and they were afraid of him because he was 
getting stronger and stronger every day They were really happy when they 
heard thit ‘the Grand Rebel Shivayt 1s at last entrapped ’!"! by the Mughals 
atAgra Butsoon they got the news that he had escaped and reached his own 
territories.!!2 


After Shivaji’s escape from Agra the English became more friendly with 
hrm and secured a promise from himthat he would dothem no wrong '!3_ The 
problem of indemnity for the plunder of RayapOr factory was discussed at length 
by several envoys and finally abandoned in despair by the English However, 
they concluded 1n 1674 “* peace, union and friendship between the noble prince 
Shivayn Raja and the Honourable English East Indiz Company ” Henry 
Oxenden, the English envoy, who attended the coronation ceremony of Shivay: 
in 1674, givesa graphicaccount of the celebrations Oxenden was accompanied 
by two other Englishmen Robinson and Michell As Shivaji was away at 
Pratapgarth to worship at the Bhavani temple there they were recerved by Niray1 
Pandit On22 May 1674 they were ordered to ascend the steep hill to the 
“top of that strong mountain whichis fortified by nature more than art ... 
Our house was about a mile from the Raja’s palace * Oxenden did not attend 
the ceremony for pleasure only but carried on conversation with Shivaji based 
on trade and commerce :n which the English were interested On 29 May Shivay 
was weighed in gold which was added on toa hundred thousand pagodas and 
distributed among the Brahmins Oxenden describes the ceremony and says 
that when the Engishmen were ushered into Shivaji s presence he was already 
seated on the Throne On each side were hung ‘‘on heads of gilded lances 
many emblems, on one side two great fish’s heads and on the other miny horses’ 
tails, while a pair of golden scales hung overhead !!4 It 1s significant that 


English accepted Shivayiasthe greatest diplomatintheeastern part ofthe known 
world 115 


Shian’s Relations with the French and the Dutch 


Shivayr’s relations with these two European powers were purely commer- 
cial in nature He purchased guns and Jead from the French for use against the 
Siddis, as he had fatled to get supplies from the English 116 The French had 





110 ERS, 1, p 92, 
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12 ERS,1,p 117 

M3 Sarkar, Shaj:, 170 

M14 Sen Foreign Biographies of Shivaji, 456-61, 467-68 
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secured a farmiin from Shivay: to trade freely 1n all his ports,'!7 and had settled 
in Rajiptir before 1668 ''® They rematned neutral when Surat was sacked 
by the Matathas mm 1670 119 


The Dutch factory at Vengurla was not disturbed by Shivay during 
his raids in south Konkan in 1664 120 Shivaji, with a view to securmg a 
balance of power between the English and others was keeping the French and 
the Dutch satisfied and contented in his areas He threatened the English that 
he would assist the Dutch in destroying Bombay, but he never fulfilled the 
threat '2! He was therefore, regarded by the English as their “* fairest frend and 
noblest enemy. ™*!?2 


Thus if seems that Shivay: strove to maintain fmendly relations with 
those European powers whose professed policy was not political aggran- 
disement He was against the Portuguese as they indulged in religious conversion 
as wellas political dominance 


Administration 


Shivay: not only founded the Maratha State, but also attempted to make it 
enduring by giving a system of admunistration based on tradition He has 
therefore been regarded as one of the greatest constructive statesmen of 
Medieval Indta 13 


(:} Provneal Admimistration 
The kingdom was divided into three mayor divisions called prants 


(a2) Northern Division, which included the area between Salhér 
(Nasik District) and Poona, and a part of Konkan, up to about 
100 mules north of Bombay, 


(6) Middle Division, which tncluded the country below the ghats 
called Talaghat and Konkan south of Bombay up to Bhitkal, 


(c) Southern Division, which included the region above the ghats 
called Varghat or Désh, from south of Poona to KOpbal near the 
Teagebhodra 24 


117 ERS,I,p 128 
118 <Af?lS, VE, 8 
119 Being sgnorant of this fact, Grant Duff, op ect, I, Ch 8 193, whites “the French 


purchased an tgnomumous neutrality by permitting Shivayi’s troops to pass through 
their factory.” 


120 Sen, op cit, fn p 200 

12! ERS,T,p 240 

122 ERS, il, p 71 

3230 Sarkar, SAnaji, 115 

124 ‘This formed a solid block of termtory Shivay: also owned certain parts in South India 
including areas round Bellary and Kopbal, as well as hus patrimony round Bangalore, 
Shimdga and Tanjore He held Singnapor as his In‘im village, the fort of Parn&r’& 
near Daman, a great part of Baglana and some fortresses as far north as South Khan- 
dtsh Sen, Administrative System of the Marathas, p 103 ff, Grant Duff, op cir, 231 
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An officer of the status of a Minister called Sarkarukun was appointed 
to administer each Diviston These Divisions were further subdivided into 
districts, of which there were 14, such districts which were under a sttbahdar, 
assisted by Mayumdars (Ma mfli‘ahdars) in audit and «accounts matters <A 
mah&@l was a subdivision of the district and was placed under the charge of a 
havaldar (hawaladar) Hereditary officers, like déshmukhs and déshpandés of 
the pargani which wasa group of villages, and Patils and Kulkarnis of the 
villages helped the State in village and pargana administration 


(3!) Central Administration 


Shivaji assumed the crown and the title Chhatrapatt in 1674 The 
council of eight ministers called Ashta Pradhan Mandal or Council of E:ght 
Chiefs, which was appointed on this occasion, had its modest beginning in the 
group of advisers nominated by Shahyl, probably after 1642, to guide Shivaji 
in admirustering his yagir Originally there were only four such Advisers but 


by 1674 the number was doubled The erght mmusters in this council in 
that year were* — 


1 The Mukhya Pradhan (Péshwa) or Prime Minister 
MGrdpant Pinglé 


2 The Am&atya (Majumdar or Majmt‘ahdar), Revenue Minister 
Nard Nilakanth and Ramachandra Nilakanth 


3 The Sachiv (Shira navis), in charge of royal correspondence 
Anna Dattd 


4 The Mantri (Waqnis or Waq@t‘navis) or Record Keeper, and 
Personal Adviser Dattaji Trimbakh 


5 The S€napati (San 1 Naubit) or Commander tn Cluef + Hambir 


Rao Mohite 

6 The Sumanta (Dabir) or Foreign Minister Ramachandra 
Trimbak 

7 The Nydyadhisha (Qaziu’l Quzat}) or Chief Justice Nurajl 
Rao 


8 The Pandit R&o (Sadarus Sudfr) or Ecclesiastical head Rayayt 
Rio Rot '25 


These ministers were pud according to the nature of the duttes assigned 
to them The Prime Minister drew about 15000 hons, the Amttya about 
12,000 hons, and the last six mimisters about 10,000 hons per annum !°6 


"[The names in brackets were the original mames of these officers and smacked of 


Perso-Arabic influence but were changed by Shivaji to Sansknitised forms Ei/] 
125 Sabhasad, p 81-82. 


126 Chitms, Life of Shivaj! ed K.N Sane Poona, 1924 pp 342-43 
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(iu) The Fighting Forces 


Apart from the modest nava] force which Shivay) organised, there were 
three wings of the fighting forces, namely infantry, regular cavalry and uregular 
raiders, 1n order of the preference that was given. The lowest unit of cavalry 
consisted of a group of twenty-five under a hawadladar while above him were 
jumladar, the hazart, the panchhazart and the sarnaubat of the cavalry. Among 
the troopers wee the silahdar who brought his own mount and equipment, and 
the bargir who received his mount and equipment from the State It 1s nated 
that there were seven hundred pathans who had left Byapur service and joined 
the Maratha army The Mavjé infantry was under similar officers but tts 
lowest unit consisted of five soldiers under a nayak The cavalry was always 
hight, and as Martin saysit was “ without pomp, without women and there were 
no baggages "!2? According to Sabhasad the total strength of Shivayi’s army 
was 2,08,260 including his bodyguard Of these there were 60,000 silahdars 
under 31] chief officers, 45,000 paga under 29 chief officers, 1,00,000 mavlés 
under 35 colonels, and 1260 elephants !28 


While Shivay’s military machine was second to none his navy Jacked 
strength, and he could not cope even with the grit of a small state like Janyira 
As has been noted above, some of hus naval vessels were officered by 
Mushms Hts naval force consisted of four hundred * ghurabs,’ * tarandés’ 
“tarlis,’ ‘ galbats,’ ‘shibaids” and ‘ pagars,’ orgamised into two squadrons 
of two hundred vessels each Although he was a proneer in naval activity he 
did not give hts navy the importance that 1t deserved, perhaps because it was 
mainly the land powers which he had to face * 


Forts 


Deccanis a land of strongholds Grant Duffnghtly says that “froma 
military point of view, there 1s probably no stronger country in the world” 
than the Maratha region.129 The Maratha State paid special attention to the 
maintenance of forts and strongholds The Adnyapatra, an early erghteenth 
century treatise on Maratha polity, written by the Amatya Ramachandra 
Pant Bandékar, not only underlines the amportance of forts, but also gives 





127 Sen, Foreign Biographies of Shivaji, 306 and 316, Sen, Milstary System of the Marathas, 
6 It should be noted that, different to the Mughals, Shrvay: did not allow women of 
any description to accompany the Maratha army 


128 Sabhasad, 45, 97-100 
*{Sarkar, Shivay: and his Times, 258, says that Shivay * knew that without naval supremacy 
his position even as a land power would be precarious,” but this only shows that he 


regarded his navy as a branch of his military forces, and here he perhaps made the 
same mistake as Napoleon made towards the end of the eighteenth century Ed} 


129 =Grant Duff, op cit, I, 8 
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instructions regarding their construction and efficient administration 13° 
Shivayt had in his possession about 240 forts and he spent lavishly on ther 
construction, repairs and renovation Each fort was placed under three 
officers of equal status called hawaladar, Sarnaubat and Sabnis (Sarfa navis) 
who were expected to actin umison The Karkhans (Karkbana navis) was 
in charge of the stores of the fort !! 


(iv) Economic Policy 


It 1s sometimes alleged that the Marithas in general neglected the eco- 
nomic aspect of the State 132. This 1s certainly not true of Shivay:’s times The 
colomisxtion of the desolated areas and the promotion of agriculture, industry 
and trade during this period, bear testimony to the efforts mide by him in 
securing sound economic basis for his newly created State 


The myor sources of income for the state were land revenue, taxes, 
chauth and sardtshmukhi and occasionally the spoils of war As the nime 
implies, Chauth was a tax amounting to one fourth of the revenue realised by the 
State on which it was levied Although there are instances ofits levy in other 
parts of India before Shivay:, semay Be said to have been levied system*tcally 
byhim = It was a tax in lieu of possible plunder of the termtory in question by 
the Marithas only, and as it did not come automatically within Shivayi’s rule he 


did not give it further protection from all others It was levied manly on 
Mughal provinces under the pretext thit 1t was needed to provide against the 
aggression of the oe themselves Chauth usually brought about 80 
Takh hons_ por ear 

SardéshmukH1 was a i convenuoual levy of 10 per cent 1mposed by the 
Marathas on the whole revenue of the sQbih and was based on the supposed 
principle that Shivaji wis the hereditary sard@shmukh of the province This 
was claimed for the first ttme in 1648 As against chauth, sardéshmukht was 
regarded asa matter of mght Sabhasad has estimated :t at one crore hons #33 


Land was measured and classified as first class, second cliss, third class 
and waste land according to its fertility, and irrigated and non irngited tand| 
The quality of the soil, the area under crop, the crops cultivated the type of 
inngstion, facilities used, ete, determined the rate of assessment Land 
revenue was collected both in cash and hind Shivayt introduced, at least :n 
some parts of his State the system of Rafal settlement, :e, total produce 


yh 

130 Adnyapatra ed G H KhareandS R Bhide Poona 1960, chapter VIIT 
(The Adny apatra was published under the orders of Sambhayi of Kolhapar in November 
W716 = It was the work of Ramachandra Pant who had served Shivayi and his immediate 
descendantsas Amatyz £7} 

131 Sabhasad p 22, 

132 Sarkar, Shivaji, p 381 

133 Sabhased 107 
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of the land to be equally shared by the State and the cult:rvator. Under this 
system, the cultivator was not expected to pay other taxes 134 


As the wealth of the State depended on agriculture and industry, Shivay 
made every effort to promote the economrc interests of the State by protecting 
and providing facilities to the agriculturists and artisans 


Like Mahtk ‘Ambar, he endeavoured to create a definite tnterest among 
the tiller in the soil he tilled He established direct relationship between the 
king and the peasant-proprietor by abolishing mtermedianes 135 Instructions 
were issued to provide all facilities such as cattle, seed, interest free loans etc 
to the needy cultivators He instructed his officers that they should induce 
the cultivators to bring more land under the plough, and that they should not 
expect anything from them by way of bribes 6 With a view to bring 
more land under cultivation, the new lands were to be assessed at a progressive 


scale called Jstawa, the maximum revenue reaching only on the expiry of 
eight years!37 


Shivayt’s attitude towards the Warandar needs consideration Some 
historians are of opinion that he abolished the watan system altogether In 
this respect the watan tenure should be distinguished from other types of 


tenures like Jn‘a@m, Muqasaete Watanis a hereditary service tenure, and the 
“waLanddar 1S Ww his services 


towards the village commun On the other hand Jn‘dmtis a grant of land, not 


necessarily rent-free, made for the services rendered by the holder of the land 
in the past AMugasa, Jat or Saranjam 1s a milttary service tenure which 3s 


temporary in character, The system of _vatan was a political institution well- 
Suited to the conditions of Life in medieval period when means of communication 
were few, es 
efficiently fe Gusiness of the state It would therefore have been impolitic on 
Shivaji's part to have abolished the institution altogether He continued old 
uatans, created new ones and confiscated the estates of those who failed in the 


dufits“of their station He reformed the system by making the warandars 
aware of their duties towards the village communtt) In short, he endeavoured 
to work with them rather than against them 138 

Salt making was the major industry of the Konkan region of his 


kingdom But the industry was severely affected by competition from the salt 
produced in the Portuguese territory of Goa Shivaji realised the danger 
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involved and gave protection to salt-industry by rmposing heavy tanffs, thus 
preventing the salt merchants of the Désh areas to trade with the Portu- 
puese 139 


The Konkan region had some flourishing trading centres during Shivayt’s 
time Chaul, Dabhol, Kalyan, Bhivandi, Vengurla, Rajapir, Pen, and other 
places have been frequently referred to as prosperous commercial and industnal 
centres Chaul was a great mart for all Deccan commodities and was famous 
for its silk-industry Dabhdlwas one of the most affluent and populous ports 
in western India, full of fine buildings, superb temples and old mosques 14° 
Kalyan and Bhivandi grew timber useful for shop-building Shivay: located his 
ship-building industry in thest areas Rajaptir, another commercial centre, had 
many rich merchants whose ships carried on a brisk trade with the ports on 
the Red Sea and the Persian gulf, and on the Indian coast '4! 


Shivay: adopted a liberal and generous religious policy towards all His 
grants did not make discrimination between Hindus and Muslims Holy men 
ofthe Muslim community received allowances for mintenance, lumi ition, 


and upkeep of their mosques '42 Hindus received grants of lands for per- 
forming spiritual duties 


Shivaji also gave patronage to Ieirning The maths and temples, to 
which extensive grants were made, were also schools where religious knowledge 
was imparted The Pandit Rao, member of the Council of Ministers, was 


authorised to receive scholars of reputation and reward them htberally for 
their attainments 


General Estimate 


Shiva did not live long after hus return from the South in 1678 
Sambhajl, his eldest son, had deserted lum and joined Dil@r Khan the Mughal 
Commander tn 1678, and even helped him to capture Bhipalgarh in 1679 
Shivaji was making efforts to win back his son, and tus people at last succeeded 
in bringing Sambhajl to the Maratha fold about the close of 1679 Thestrain 
of campaigns and admunistration told on his health and hastened hisend He 

; Was taken all and, after a short illness, died on 5 April 1680, leaving behind 
him igh xcprs, two sons and six daughters 143 


Within the short period of time at his disposal, Shivay not only organised 
the Maratha nation, but endeavoured toattin tts multifold development The 
139° “MIS, 8 27 
140 Bombay Gazetteer, 1, part 2 p 33 
141 The Travels of Abbe Carre in India, etc. ed Fawcett, London, 1947-48 I, 28 
142, Saned Patra ed. Vad Maway: and Parasms Bombay, 1913, pp 1023, SCS,7 55, 


Selections from Pasha Daftar,ed Sardesai (henceforth referred to as SPD), XX], 
18, Sabhasad, 27 
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Maratha State owed its extstence to his constructive genius The momentum 
he gave enabled the nascent Maratha State to survive the penods of storm and 
stress through which it had to pass after hisdeath He had succeeded in endow- 


ing his people with grt and spirit of reliance which enabled them to nse in 
spite of heavy odd» 


It 1s sometimes argued that there was no political ideal behind the 
foundation of the Maratha State, and the cohesion of the people was not 
organic but artificial, acctdental and therefore precarious, it was 1 government 
of personal discretion, and hence full of uncertainties, it neglected the econo 


mic factor, and hence it had no stable basis no normal means of growth within 
itself , 1t was thus essentially a Kriegstaat, a War-State 144 
ge 


This view does not tell the whole truth The earlier discusston about 
his administration and economre policy would prove that the State founded by 
him was not merely a War State or that it neglected economic factors 
The organisation that he set up withstood all calamities Although there was 
no ‘superman’ to guide the destimes after Ins death, and particularly after 
1689, yet the Maratha State successfully tided over this trying period and proved 
that the cohesion of the Maratha people was not artificial or accidental but 
genuine Shivayt never made hrs state a persona? affair but always depended 
on his associates and the institutions that he had set up 


The efforts made by Shivay: in settling the territory, in tmproving the 
economy of the State that hid emerged out of the great famine by promoting 
agriculture, in protecting and developing industry, in collecting good people 
around him and appealing to their latent qualities, in creattng jobs for the talent 
ed, in encovraging learning by generous grants, all this fully explains the 
political ideals and policy of the Maratha State It was 1 self governing entity 
created for the people of the region by Shivaji and sustained by their will and 
determination 


6 Shrvayi’s Successors 
(:) Sambhajt (1680 1689) 


Shivay: left a number of wives, one of whom, Sai Bil who was Sambhajt’s 
mother, died when the child was only two years old After her death Sdyara 
Ba: became Shivayt’s helpmate and favourite Sambhay1 wis born in 1657, was 
nomunated heir to the Maratha throne when he was only a child, and, as has been 
stated above, accompanied Shivaji to Agra where he was made a mansabdar 
of 5000 by the Emperor Shivayi was not happy with his son’s conduct both 
owing to his moral laxity and his wanton defection to Dilér Khan the Mughal 
Commander in December 1678 when his mansab wis _ raised by the Emperor to 
7000 This wis like a stab in the back to Shivaj) When Sambhayl at last 


144 Sarkar, Shivaji 372 390 


3.8at 
me Te Or ao 
oPSENtRa Saag 
ieee : 
Tiusaean 
- *. 


- 


a ® 
« 
= 


CWAKIOR 
. AOL aATABAD 
+, 


| 


Pa 


—* wana? 
Pe “ebm 


SRaAgin 
“aa tek’ _y 
Vac vam Seas: 
Pam s 

Satnts ad Ose eRw ene, zie 

Bie AY a usu 4, by 
anaweca nye alc eS 

Seaune's 
7 a 
aomtage at is 


eo 
vats: 


bac 


susMene arsateas 


4 
Sacatu 
PRatas thy 
GCaenen ha ' 
PANE a bhtane Fart) 
fanGAmtionee 


MATH AER SiVAPUR 
oe 


XX. 
ad WAL Show 
£masarn sa Se 
BOmaP YS . 
. 


* 
ein 
Stisayuin 

bol LST te hat to) 


. a 


a 


Sad ahr ate 


KARWAA ett 


ARABIAN 
SEA 


S 


va 


MYS 


we 


INOtAN 


KINGDOM OF 


SHaHulS SWARAY 


VYANNOUI'S TERRITORY 


evn es \awarteae < 


a had \arvanaebly 
» = * ® 
att = 


ez 
as 
Pat 


2s 


» 


* aewaruhcan 


~ 
. 
* 
rte 
= 


* 
ALvan) BtCan 


= St 


+ 


RYSARATAD 


RICHUR 
a 


* 
age 


< 


Mar 
ge ratt y ao aeests 
HOsnoTte! © ° =) vats 


® 
AMOALO of] AP 


en 


“: “. 

AAW 

« atl’, 
i] 

Se 

Zt. 


4 


. 
awit ae 
° 
*. 

ORE 

. 


oe 


Nt ue . 
YRicH PN oPOLW Sts 


* 
TANJOR 


% 
+ 
s 
* 
* 


ataACURAY 


SHIVAJ! 


bd TOWNS 


BAY OF BENGAL 


POATQNOVS 


KR 


» 





$88 THE MARATHAS 


there areas But Sambh&ji was hit in the back by the Sawants and Désais of 
Konkan who did notsupport himand actuallyjoined hands withthe Portuguese 
As ul luck would have it, the Mughal forces arrived in Konkan in December 
1683, and hemmed 1n on all sides Sambhayji had to give up his forward move 
He returned to Raigath in January 1684, entrusted the peace negotrations with 
the Portuguese to Prince Akbar and appointed Kalasha to represent the 
Marathas ‘Thus circumstances forced Sambhaji to conclude peace with the 
Portuguese early in 1684 It wasdecided that Sambhaji should give up “all 
lands and fortresses” in the north taken from the Portuguese and return all the 
prisoners of war, while on their part the Portuguese should return the prisoners 
of war in therr hands and chauth for Daman and the ‘‘ Gaon Candit” of 
Bassein should be paid to Sambhay! '47 


Byapur and Golkonda were avoiding any major military operation 
against the Marathas These two states were, however, annexed by the 
Mughals, who were now free to seize the southern provinces of these two 
Sultanates wluch had passed into the hands of the Marathas Sambhaji was 
aware of the probable danger from the Mughals and was preparing to mect 
the challenge to hisauthority In 1685 heissued an appeal to thedéshmukhs 
and other watandars to unite agamst the Mughals and help him to resist the 
Emperor He was confident that fall the Marathas united and attacked the 
Mughals, they would have the upper hand !48 


But it was unfortunate that Sambhayji could not succeed m consoli- 
dating his power and attacking Aurangzeb when he was struggling hard against 
the Deccan Sultanates Instead he wasted his trme, and was caught unawares 
at Sangaméshwir along with his associate Kalasha 


But when Aurangzeb’s hands were comparatively free he sent an expedi 
tion to Karnatak, and the Mughals were able to occupy Poonamallee near 
Madras which was in Maratha occupation In the west the impregnable 
Raigath was left to its fate and Kalasha prevailed upon Sambhiayji “ to exchange 
the shelter of Rajgath to the comforts of Sangaméshwar ” where Kalasha had 


built a mansion for humself Here the Raya was lodged to eat, drank and 
be merry 


Aurangzeb was not slow to take advantage of this unfortunate situation 
He ordered the siege of Panhala and of the wmpregnable Raigafh Shaikh 
Nizam, who had defected from the Qutb Shahi service during the siege of 
Golkonda, heard of the state of affairs at Sangaméshwar, rode post haste and 
arrested Sambhaji while he was dead drunk He was caught along with his 
associate Kalasha and brought before the Emperor at Vad near KOpegéon 


147 Pissulencar, Portuguese-Maratha Sambandha, pp 114-15 
148 AfiS, 15 342. 
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(Poona district), Th's was in December 1688. He was kept in confinerrent 
forarumberofdays, buthishauchts ardoutraccous frontenragedthe Emperor 
ant ke ordered that his eves be put out and be be put to ceath.'4 


{(E} Reafsr2-vs Regercy (189-1700) 


On Sambhyyjl's death the question of succession aroce. He had Ieft a 
widon Yésu Baiard a son Shiva. and the Maratha chiefs considered him the 
nchtful herr. There was then Rojirdm, the great Shivayi’s son by SOyark Bay, 
sho had given out that the Kingdom had been orally bequeathed to Raytiram 
by Shivaj:. Thus a tussle for the throne was imminent. However crue] and 
intemperate Sambhajl micht have been, the manner of fis death ennobled him 
in the eves of the Marathas and they made up their mind that they should 
Stand united at this time of ensis. Rajarim had to unite the Maraths to a 
man to keep the torch of independence burning against the Mughals Rajaram 
said that he was willing to act as repent for the young Shivap, and swore that 
he would serve the Prince and the State. Itwas decided that there should be 
ho coronation ceremony. 


Rajsrim's rule witnessed the continuance or revival of Maratha grit 
and heroism, while Aurangzeb’s general aqid Kbancattled Dbu'l-figirKbin 
was making rapid progress in the Decean. Dhu'l-fiqir Khan besicged the 
Maratha capital Riigarh, and after a bitter struggle of exght months, was able 
to capture it. Thiswas “ 2 terrible calamity” for the Marathas,!® but the 
feeling was furtherenhanced by the capture of Yésii Bur and herson Shathyt. 
Y&s0 Ba: must have hada pleasant surprise when she was received in the 
Emperor’s zenfinh by his second daughter Ztnatu'n-nish@ surnamed Beigim 
Sahiba, who addressed her as her own sister and Shahjias her own son. Shivaji 
was given the petname of Shiht or“ The Prince “by the Emperor, a name by 
which hecontinues to be Lnownn history.!3! R&yarim, however, managed to 





149, Tradition has depicted Sambh4ajj as a violent spoilt child of an wlustrious father, and too 
much addicted to drink and other vices. A modern historiin, Ranade, who claims that 
a proper hearing was not given to Sambhaji at the barof history, endewours to 
remove some of the current ideas about him It was felt for a while, when this young 
Prince assumed power after silencing all opposition, that the Maratha State, founded 
by Shiva would disappear. But that was not to be. Sambhajt not only defended the 
Maratha State while he was alive, but also inspired hus people by sacrificing his life for 
a great cause, People emulated his patriotism and gave a determined resistance to 
the Emperor to avenge the murder of their master. The period thac followed him his 
gone down in history as the most glorious penod in the annals of the Maratha people. 
See Ranade, op. cit, p 4 Also see Bendre, Chatrapatt Sambhajt Mahara}, Bombiy, 
1916, pp. 668-77, 

150 Kincaid and Parasnis, op, cit, II, 69. 

151, “Shaht,” dimunitive of “Shah,” meaning Prince, not good one’ as in Kincaid 
and Parasnis, op. eft. H, 69. 


590 THE MARATHAS 


escape The submission of Ra:garh was followed by the occupation of Panhala 
and Miray, which fell in April 1690 


Rajaram first made his way to Vishalgath, but foreseeing the weakness 
in its defences 1f Panhala fell, left for Bangalore dressed as a pnest, and finally 
to Jinji where he had to stay from Apnl 1690 to January 1698 when Jinji 
fellto the Mughal General Dhu’l fiqatc Khan Dumng these years Jinyi was 
the virtual capital of the Maratha State With Shahfi in the Emperor’s camp 
there was a danger of complacency among the Marathas, and Yésf Baisent a 
message to R@jaraim to assume the insignia of royalty and act as the ruler so 
longas Shahi was notfree During this critical period R&jdram's counsellors 
were the Amatya Ramachandra Pant, the Sachiv Shankar Narayan, mulitary 
captains Santayi GhOrparé and Dhanaji Jadhav, “the two stars of dazzling 
briluancy”, and Pralhad Nirayi_ Of these Ramachandra Pant, sho was granted 
the title of Hukiimat Panah “‘ Refuge of Government ” was the genus behind 
Maratha activity in Maharashtra while Rajaram was locked up at Jinji He 
appealed te the déshmulhs and other Maratha sard&rs to cast off their diffe- 
rences and work for the promotion of Maharashtra Rajya and Maharashtra 
Dharma 152 


Rajaram departed from the policy laid down by Shivay, of not granting 
any land in perpetuity for military services to the sardars But the exigencies 
of time forced him to adopt this line of action. The Manés of Mhaswad were 
permitted to capture Aurangabad, Nandér and Varhad and collect Khandant 
or “ Family Dues ”’ from those areas '53 A conditional progressive grant was 
made to the GhOrpares if they could capture Riigarh, Byapur, Hydarabad, 
Aurangabad, Delhs and other places '5* A general circular directing to capture 
forts and be firm in their loyalty towards the State addressed to all the loyal 
watand&rs was issued by the Amatya 155. Many Désais from Konkan and 
Karnatah deserted the Mughals and joined Rajaram '56 


Rajaram, unlike his father or brother, was not a strong ruler nor was he 
adept in the art of warfare But he had the sunnort of Maratha soldiers who 
rallied round him during this critical penod of the war of independence 
Aurangzeb underestimated the strength of the Marathas A Maratha soldier, 
in his own region, was Superior to a M ughal soldier who was fit for fighting :n 
the plains Thus the geographical factor was in favour of the Marathas 
The hilly region, the deep valleys, the difficulties involved in transport and 
above all the guenila tactics of the Marathas harassed and exhausted the 


15% AfIS,15 347 
153. SCS, S 98 
154 SCS, 5 Wi 
155 Raj, 15 376 
156 Portuguese-Maratha Sambandh, op.eit, 130 
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Mughals The forts which had been captured by the Mughals with difficulty 
were recaptured by the Marathas innotime This rendered defence impossible 
for the Mughals The continuous warfare also lowered the morale of the 
Mughal army almost to a breaking point Away from home for years, and 
that too in a distant rugged land where prospects of success were bleak, the 
Mughals somet:mes bought peace by bribing the Marathas 


Curiously there was an internal nftin both the camps The Emperor 
was perhaps annoyed at the delay in the conquest of J:nji and sent his youngest 
son Kam Bakhsh as Commander, ordering the veteran Dhu’l fiqir Kh@n to 
serve under him This naturally told on the discipline of the imvesting forces 
and helped to prolong the stege On the other hand, a rivalry cropped up 
between Santajiand Dhanaji Santéy1 became proud of his successes on the 
battlefield and Dhanaji could not put up with his arrogance This resulted 
ina kind of civil war between the two Dhantyi was defeated in the first 


engagement but he was able to wreak yengeance on Santi, who was taken 
unawares and murdered. 


The siege of Jinj1 seemed to goon adinfinitum Rajfiram took advantage 
of this rift in the Mughal camp and began secret negotiations with Kam Bakhsh 
But the plot was discovered and Kam Bakhsh was confined in the Mughal 
fort of Wandiwash, leaving Dhu’l-figar Khan and his father Asad Khan, who 
had been sent by the Emperor onaspecial mission, insole charge The see saw 
of the siege continued, fighting leading to conditions of truce, truce leading to 
renewed fighting “ Santaj1 realised that with Dhu | figar Khan in command 
it was impossible to raise the siege ’!57 The blockade became strict prevent 
ing supplies toenterthe town But treachery on the part of some officers in 
the Mughal camp had its way and Rajaram slipped out reaching Vishilgarh 


and then Sinhgarh in December 1697158 A few days later, in January 1698, 
the Mughal forces occupied Jinyi 


Rajarim needed a capital as Raygarh and Jinji had now been lost to 
the Mughals S tara was selected by him in 1698 as the most convenient and 
suttable place ascapital But even here he would have no rest Along witha 
number of emment Maratha sardars he moved northwards He deputed 
N€maji Shinde to ravage Berar levying Chauth and Sard&shmukhi on the way 
Aurangzeb saw the straits the Mu ghal army was in, and personally taking com 
mand, ordered the investment of Satara itself which fell on 21 April 1700 
But thit was a month after Rajaram’s death at the age of 30 on 2 March 1700 
due to inflammation of the lungs and continued spitting of blood 


i ink son, 
137 Kincaid and Parasms op cit, II, 87 
158 Ibid, II, 88, for the treachery 
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escape The submission of Raigarh was followed by the occupation of Panhals 
and Miray, which fellin April 1690 


Rajaram first made his way to Vishalgigh, but foreseeing the weakness 
in 1ts defences if Panhala fell, left for Bangalore dressed as a priest, and finally 
to Jinji where he had to stay from April 1690 to January 1698 when Jinyl 
fellto the Mughal General Dhu'l fiqar Khan During these years Jinjl was 
the virtual capital of the Maratha State With Shahi in the Emperor’s camp 
there was a danger of complacency among the Marathas, and Yés@ Bai sent a 
message to Rajaram to assume the insigma of royalty and act as the ruler so 
long as Shahi was notfree During this critical perrod Rajaram's counsellors 
were the Amatya2 Ramachandra Pant, the Sachiv Shankar Narayan, mulitary 
captains Santaji GhOrparé and Dhanayji Jadhav, “the two stars of dazzling 
brilhancy”, and Prithad Nirajyt Of these Ramachandra Pant, who was granted 
the title of Hukamat Panah “ Refuge of Government” was the genius behind 
Maratha activity in Maharashtra while Rajaram was locked up at Jinjt He 
appealed to the déshmukhs and other Maratha sardars to cast off their diffe- 
rences and work for the promotion of Maharashtra Rajya and Maharashtra 
Dharma !52 


Rajaram departed from the policy laid down by Shivay:, of not granting 
any land in perpetuity for military services to the sardfirs But the exigencies 
of time forced him to adopt this ne of action The Manés of Mhaswad were 
permitted to capture Aurangabad, Nandy and Varhad and collect KAandant 
or “‘ Family Dues” fram those areas 153 A conditional progressive grant was 
made to the Ghorpayés if they could capture Raigarh, Byapur, Hydarabad, 
Aurangabad, Delhi and other places '54 A general circular directing to capture 
forts and be firm :n their loyalty towards the State addressed to all the loyal 
watandirs was issued by the Amatya '55 Many Désais from Konkan and 
Karnatah deserted the Mughals and joined Rajaram !5¢ 


Rajfiram, unlike his father or brother, was not a strong ruler nor was he 
adept in the art of warfare But he had the support of Maratha soldiers who 
rallied round him during this critical period of the war of independence 
Aurangzeb underestimated the strength of the Marathas A Maratha soldier, 
in his own region, Was superior to. a Mughal soldier who was fit for fighting in 
the plains Thus the geographical factor was in favour of the Marathas 
The hilly region, the deep valleys, the difficulties involved in transport and 
above all the guenila tactics of the Marathas harassed and exhausted the 
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Mughals The forts which had been captured by the Mughals with difficulty 
were recaptured by the Marathas innotime This rendered defence impossible 
for the Mughals The contmuous warfare also lowered the morale of the 
Mughl army almost to a breaking point Away from home for years, and 
that too in a distant rugged land where prospects of success were bleak, the 
Mughals sometimes bought perce by bribing the Marathas 


Cunously there was an internal nftin both the cimps The Emperor 
was perhips annoyed at the delay in the conquest of Jinji and sent his youngest 
son Kim Bakhsh as Commander, ordering the veteran Dhu’l fiqir Kh@n to 
serve under him Thuis naturally told on the discipline of the investing forces 
and helped toe prolong the siege On the other hind, 1 nvalry cropped up 
between Santajl and Dhanaji Santayi became proud of his successes on the 
battlefield and Dhanajl could not put up with his arrogance This resulted 
makind of crvil war between the two Dhandji was defeated in the first 


engagement but he was able to wreak vengeance on Sant&jl, who was taken 
unawares and murdered. 


The siege of Jinj1 seemed to goon adinfimttum Rajiram took advantage 
of this rift in the Mughal camp and began secret negotiations with Kam Bakhsh 
But the plot was discovered and Kam Bakhsh was confined in the Mughal 
fort of Wandiwash, leaving Dhu’l fiqar Khan and his father Asad Khan, who 
had been sent by the Emperor onaspecial mission, insole charge The see saw 
of the siege continued, fighting leading to conditions of truce, truce leading to 
renewed fighting“ Santayi realised that with Dhu | fiqar Khan in command 
it was impossible to raise the siege’ 157 The blockade became strict prevent- 
ing supplics to enter the town But treachery on the part of some officers in 
the Mughal camp had its way and Rajiiram slipped out reaching Vishtlgath 
and then Sinhgarh in December 1697 158 A few days later, in January 1698, 
the Mughal forces occupied Jinyi 


Rijfrim needed a capital as Raygath and Jinji had now been lost to 
the Mughals Satara was selected by him in 1698 as the most convenient and 
suitible place as capital But even here he would have no rest Along witha 
number of eminent Mirathi sardars he moved northwards He deputed 
Ném@yji Shindé to ravage Berar levying Chauth and Sardéshmukh! on the way 
Aurangzeb sw the straits the Mughil army was in, and personally taking com- 
mand, ordered the investment of Satdrii itself which fell on 21 April 1700 
But thit was a month after Rwjfraim’s death at the age of 30 on 2 March 1700 
due to inflammation of the lungs and continued spitting of blood 


a ee ee 
157 Auncaid and Parasms, op ent, Il 87 
158 dbid, YE 88 for the treachery 
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(ui) Tara Bar's Regency (1700-1707) 


Rgyaram left three wives, two sons and a daughter. The elder of the 
two sons, Shivayt, was by Tara Bat, and was ten at the tume of hus father’s 
death, while the younger, Sambhajl, was by Rayas Bui and was only three then 
Tar& Bai was one of the most astute women rulers Medieval India had She 
managed to bring a number of Maratha sardiirs to her side, silenced the 
protests of others who averred that the real ruler was Sh&hO and Rayaram was, 
after all, only a regent She made some notable changes in the ministerial 
council, put Ra&jas Ba: and her son Sambhaj1 in close confinement and raised 
Shivay to the throne as Chhatrapat! Shivay: Til with his capital at Vishalgarh 
But she was rarely seen taking hfe casy, and was moving from place to place, 
fortress to fortress as exigencies demanded 


In the meantime Aurangzeb had taken Parli and ordered the siege of 
Vishalgath itself Tara Bai was not there and the citadel was commanded by 
Parashurim Trimb1k, who left it almost undefended, and Vishalgarh fell on 
4June 1702 This was followed by Sinhgath in Apnil 1703, Raygarh in February 
1704 and Torna in March 1704 Evidently the Emperor had accomplished 
his object and captured the chief redoubts of the Marathas, but he had not killed 
the ardour of the race He had to face the organising spint of Tara Bai Living 
the life of acommon trooper, exposed to the sun, sleeping on the ground, Tara 
Bai was a great source of inspiration to the Marathas and tt was mainly her 
determined opposition to the Mughals which hastened the failure of Aurangzeb 
Tara Bai planned and executed the invasion of the Mughal western and central 
India, and the Maratha armies crossed the Narmada ravaging central India as 
far as Siron), crossed the border of Guyarat and plundered the country as far 
as Ahmadabad 


This endless war undermined the morale of the Mughal army and 
the great forts of Parli, Panhalai, and Satara were reoccupied by the Marathas 
while Sinhgash, Raigath and TO’ were retaken 1n 1704-5 Prince Kam 
Bakhsh was permitted to open negotiations with the Maratha representative 
DhanajiJadhavy The basic conditions of peace submitted by Jadhav were the 
release of Shahi and the levy of Chauth and Sardéshmukhi in the Deccan 
provinces of the Empire After lengthy negotiations the dialogue was 
discontinued, 


It was not long after this, on 20 February 1707 that the old and worn out 
Emperor died at Ahmadnagar His remains were taken to Khuldaibad near 
Aurangabad and interred there in a simple grave 


Aurangzeb’s death meant a complete change in the fortunes of the 
Empire He was succeeded inthe Deccan by Pnnce A‘zam who was at his 
bed-side, but his eldest son Mu‘azgzam was at Kabul He hurried to Lahore 
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and proclaimed himself Emperor with the title of Bahadur Shah, seized Agra, 
defeated A‘gam at Jajau near Agra and Kam Bakhsh a little later. He 
formally crowned himself at Dell in February 1708. 


(1) Shaha (1708-1749) 

The death of Aurangzeb gave a new turn to Mughal-Maratha relations 
Dunng the short period of tis rule A‘gim, with a view to reducing tension, as 
well as creating dtssensions among the Marathas, decided to release ShahO, 
who had been nm Mughal captivity ever since 1689 


The return of Shah® was receryed with mixed feeling in the Maratha 
country Tara Bai opposed Shahi tooth and nail She was an ambitious 
woman, and ws anxious to see thatherson Shivajihad theupperhand. Her 
voice prevailed among the Marathas for some time as she proved a better 
administrator than her late husband Rajaram She dishked the sympathetic 
and favourable dispositions of Dhanayi, Rimachandra Pant Amatya and others 
towards Shahi She even declared Shaht to be an imposter and that he was not 
Sambh@ji’s son at all, and appealed to the people not to join him Many 
Marathi sardars sided with Tara Bai as Shaht! had agreed to ruleas a feudatory 
of the Empire while A‘zam had granted him chauth and sardéshmukhi over 
the six Mughal sbahs, tz, Khandésh, Berar, Aurangabad, Bidar, Hydarabad 
and Byapur A civil war ensued in the Maratha country after the release of 
Shahtt The halo of martyrdom round Shaht’s father Sambhaji drew to hum 
many pirtisins Also they were not enamoured of the mentally feeble Shivay:, 
Rajaram’s son, whom Tara Bai had placed on the Maratha throne ShahG, 
therefore, gathered a good following and he could win a decisive victory against 
the forces of Tara Bat in the battle of Khéd near Poonain 1707 Even on the 
battlefield he won Dhanaji Jadhav, Khando Billal and other leaders to his side 
After defeating Tara Bai, Shah@ marched through Chakan and Poona, and 
forced the Tara Ba: faction holding Chandan-Wandan to surrender it, followed 
by Satara, Parli and other forts. Shahi then made Satiré hus capital and 
celebrated his formal coronation on 12 January 1708 

DOhanayi diced in July 1708 and his son Chandrasen defected to Tara Bai 
But Shahti found a new supporter in Balap: Vishwanath who was destined 
to play an important role in Maratha history 

Shaht's accession did not put anend to civil war inthe Marathacountry. 
After her defeat at the battle of Khéd in 1707, Tara Ba: fled to Panhala and 
Stirted sowing seeds of dissensions among the Maratha chiefs like Ghorparés, 
Chivans, Dabhadés and ThGrats Shah mvested Panhala, but Tara 
Bat had, in the meanwhile abandoned it and left for Ringana, and from there to 
Majvan Panhala was captured by Shahti’s forces but Rangana proved to be 
a tough line He returned to Sitira in June 1708 as the monsoon was fast 
approaching, 
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Tra Bar returned to Panhala and made it the seat of her government 
in 1710 Shahi gave up chasing Tari Bai for some time and diverted his 
attention towards other problems He recaptured Rayjgarh from the Sachiy 
111711 But Tari Bai had to face many other difficulties Her son Shivan, 
whom she had rarsed to the throne, died 1n 1712, and Rijas Bat, the second 
wife of Rajiraim, succeeded in removing Tira Ba: from admunistration and 
placing her own son Sambhiyji on the throne This event 1s known as ‘Palace 
Revolution’ in the htstory of Kolhapfir and it 15 alleged that R&machandra 
Pant Amatya, who later on wrote the famous treatise on polity “ Adnyapatra ” 
at the instance of Sambhayi of Kolhaptir, was behind this conspiracy Thus 
ended the rule of Tari Ba: Ryas Bai constantly demanded :ndependent 
status for Sambhay: which was ultimately recognised in 1731 by the Treaty 
of Warana concluded by the Péshwa Bayi Rao I 


7 The Péshwas 
(:) Balaji Vishwanath, 1713-20 


The early history of Balaji 1s still shrouded in mystery He belonged 
to the Déshmukh family of Shrivardhan and was employed to supervise the 
working of salt-pans at Chiplfin owned by the Siddis It seems that hts family 
migrated to the Poona region about 1672 during the last days of Shivaji: For 
some time he worked as a scribe under Ramachandra Pant Amftya, then as 
Sarsfibah of the districts of Poona and Daulatabad, and as revenue collector 
for Dhanaji Jadhav Hechampioned the cause of Shaht along with his master 
Dhanajiand was appointed Sena@Aarté (Army Organiser) by him He remained 
loyal to him till the end He was elevated to the office of Peshw& by Shaht 
in 1713, which office continued in his family till the econqueys of the Maratha 


territories by the British in 1818 Kaan wu 
, G2 had to deal with Maratha defectors as welf as Nizamu’l-Mulk the 


Mughal Siibédar of the Deccan. The latter was even trying to foil Balayji’s 
attempts tO secure the allegiance of the Marathas to Shahii’s side, and it was 


BAluyis./-unlamansy ani ‘hed. auoceteck tn, thiveriing, 
Nizamw’l-Mulk Mele seen 


The Marathas remained neutral for some time in the internal quarrels 
of dhe Mughals} Nigamu’l-Mulk was replaced by Syed Husain ‘All as the 
gévernor of Mughal Deccan The #tremmtstenees in Delht forced Husain 
“Ali to seek an alliance with the Marathas, and he sent a Maratha Shankar! 
Malhar Nargundhar (who had served both Shivaji and Rajaram in his younger 
days and who had now retired to Baparas)!59 to Satara in 1717 for negotiating 
with Balaji Vishwanath The Mafia were prepared to accept the vassalage 
of the Emperor on their own } rms Some of themam demands were 


159 Grand Duff, ep eit, 333 
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(1) The Mughals should restore all the Swarayya territories which had been 
under Shivan, to Shahti and allow the Marathas to retain their conquests in 
Berar, Gondwana, Hydarabad and Karnatak (a) The Marathas be allowed 
to collect phauth and sardéshmukhi from all the Mughal provinces in the 
South, and in return tley should provide the Emperor with a contingent of 
fifteen thousand treops at the disposal of Imperial officers whenever necessary. 
Gii) “The Marathas should make a cash payment of ten lakh rupees annually 
to the Emperor by way of péshkash or tnbute (iv) Shahti undertook to 
clear the Mughal provinces recently overrun by the partisans of Sambhaji and 
the Raja of Kolhapiir, of all freebooters. 


There had been considerable changes in the Government at Delhi and 
anumber-ef Emperors had-been elevated to the throne and dethroned _It was 
this compulsiern of events which Balaji go to Delhi to get (Fatified) the 
terms-of-the treaty” He remaned at the capital till September 1719 when Prince 
Raushan Akhtar Ms elevated to the throne as Muhammad Shah * It was now 
that Nizimu’l-Mulk who was then Governor of Malwa, cultivated friendship 
with the Marathas In March 1719 the Péshwa obtained from King-maker 
Husaip ‘Ali Khan, the three important sanads granting Shahti the mght to 
levy Phauth and Sdrdéshmukhi as well as the rights of autonomy or Swardyjya, 
“the most noteworthy state documents in Indian History which constituted 
the Magna Carta of the Maratha Dominion ”!®° He also succeeded in securing 
the release of YEsti Bai, the mother of Shahi, from the custody of the Mughals 
where she had been confined since 1689 


Balayi’s visit to Delhi not only strengthened the position of Shaht, 
but also widened the vision of the Marathas Balajis son Bayi Rio had 
accompanied his father to Delhi where he came into contact with the Rajptts. 
Perhaps this early visit and the detailed observation of political conditions in 
Delhi inspired Bayi Rao to found the Maratha Empire on the ruins of the 
Mughal Emypwe which he felt smmuinont 


Balaji died at Saswad on_2 Apri! 1720. His régime as Péshwa lasted 
barely seven years The major task before him was to remove the disruptive 
forces and secure maximum support for Shah both in Maharashtra and at 


*[It 1s significant that ten thousand Maratha horsemen under the command of the Péshwa 
teok partin the virtual civil war which raged between the partisans of the Syed brothers 
Husain ‘Alt and ‘Abdu’! lah and those of the regnant Emperor Farrukh Styar, and it 
was these Marathas who turned the scales against the puppet Emperor This was 
the first active participation of the Marathas in the affairs of the Empire and showed 
the way to the virtual occupation of North India by them E7] 


160 Sardesa:, op ci, 


[For the details of these taxes as well as the districts of Swarayya see Grant Duff, op, 
cit, 337 n Land 338n 3 Ed] 
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the Mughal Court He eminently succeeded in this task and created a firm 
position for Shahti in the Maratha dominion as its Chhatrapati 


He introduced certain new policies in administration by reorganising 
the finances of the State According to his scheme, the revenues of the state 
were shared by the Chhatrapati and his feudatories The royal share was 34 
per cent only whereas the hon’s share was taken by the feudatories The circum- 
stances created by the civil war must have led Balaji to adopt such a line of 
action, but in effect, this policy made the king virtually a pensioner dependent 
on his feudatories It 1s also alleged that by promoting this j&gir system, 
Balaji not only departed from the principles laid down by Shivay: regarding 
the grant of Saranjams, but also indirectly sowed the seeds of disruption of the 
Maratha State For, this policy resulted in the c.eation of the Maratha 
confederacy which proved disastrous in later history by eroding Marathz’ 
solidarity But it may be argued here that Balaji took a realistic view of the 
situation by weaning away the Marathas from internecine strife in the Maratha 
region and diverting their energtes to careers of fresh conquests and adventures. 


The Treaty which Balaji concluded on behalf of Shaht with the Mughals 
in 1719 has become a subject of severe criticism among historians Some 
regard it as a lugh mark of statesmanship of Balaji, while others accuse fim 
of converting the Maratha State into a vassalwstate-of the Mughals They 
regard the three sinads which he broughtin 1719 asthe shackles of dependence 
by which the Marathas acknowledged Mughal sovereignty in the Deccan 
The supporters of Tara Bai claim that while she was fighting for an independent 
Maratha State of Shivay’s type, Balaji was working fora tnbutary dominion 
However, it 1s very difficult to establish whether in actual practice the Marathas 


accepted Mughal sovereignty and whether they went on prying to the Emperor 
the tributes due from a vassal state 


Balaji could get only seven years to consolidate the Maratha power 
However, his achievements testify that he was supported by the common 
neonle, the qeasantry, andthe Maratha. nahslity, in his. task. aff stranathenme, 
Shaht’s position According to a contemporary account “* Balaji was looked 
upon by the ryot as their great benefactor ” 


(u) Bayi Rao, 1720-1740 


Balaji Vishwanath had established his supremacy in admunistratton to 
such an extent that the succession of his eldest son to the péshwaship was a 
foregone conclusion Vishwanath Rao, better known as Bayi Rio, was born 
in April 1700 and wis thus a young man of 20 when his father died But tt 


took Shahi a week to think over the matter and appoint him to the high office 
on 17 April 1720 
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Bay: Rio hid been with his father on hus frustful visit to Delhi and seen 
the decadence to which the Empire had been a prey He wanted now to break 
the narrow limits of Maharishtra and strike at the roots of the Empire, and 
this he wished to begin with the conquest of Malwa But this was opposed by 
the so-called (Dakhni arty headed by Sripat Rao who advised Shih to see 
that the conquests-of Shivaji and his successors were consolidated, and now 
that Swardyya hid been recognised, it would be better to avoid any rupture 
with, Delhi The target of the forward movement should ,;be_Auringzed’s. 
conquests in the south rather than on an advance across the Nirmidi = Shah 
Was, however, impressed by Bayt Rao’s fine presenco, his eloquence and his 
objective, and fully agreed with Bay! R&o’s forward holicy, a policy which he 
pursued throughout his long péshwiship of twenty y ars 161 


The Adsent of Nizamu'l-Mulk Asaf Jah I 


However effete and faction-torn the Mughal government at the centre 
might have been, Bay! Rio hid to face a new power tn the Deccan tn the person 
of the founder of the Asafiya dynasty, Nizimu’l Mulk Asaf Jah I, one of the 
most remerkeble personalities of the decadent period of the Mughal Empire 
Born in 1671, he was the grandson of Khwayh ‘Abid Qilich Khan who was 
present at the stege of Byapur tn 1686 and was killed at the siege of Golhond? 
In 1687 The Khwija’s son, Shihtibu’d din, entithd Ghaziu'd din Khin 
Fir6zJang, born about 1649, was sent by Aurangzeb in the campaign 
against Pooniand Stipr in 1683 and tooka prominent partin the negotiations 
which led to the capture of Byapurby Auringzeb = Firdz Jang lost his eyestght 
ina plague epidemic at By ipur but continued to hold responsible posts in the 
Empire to the end of his day 


Qamru'd din, who later became Nizamu’l-Mulk Asaf Jah, accompanied 

his father Firdz Jang to the Deccan when he was barely thirteen, and tn 1688 
took an active pirt in the campttgn aginst Siddi Mas‘id He was granted the 
title of Chin Qilich Khan in 169] and was at Panhala two yetrs nter = Afler 
the fall of Satara and Parli he was appotnted fanjdar of Karnitak and ws 
raised to the governorate of Byipur in 1702 He thus knew il the ins ind 

outs of the politics of the Deccan and the partes into which the Martha: 
people had become divided On the deith of Bahtdur Shah there urose pirttes 
and factions at Delhi which attempted to destroy each other, and the occupants 
of the throne were deposed, blinded and murdered at the will of the party in 
power Chin Qilich Khtn tried his best to avoid any party entanglement 
He was the acknowledged head of the Trini pirty while Syed Husain 
‘Ali Khan and Syed ‘Abdu’'l lah Khtin of Barha became the virtual rulers 

and king makers at the capital 


3 
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Perhaps m order to concilate the TOrani party as also to remove him 
from their path, the Syeds appomted Chin Qilich Khan Viceroy of the Deccan 
in 1713 and made the puppet Emperor, Farrtkh Sryar, grant him the title of 
Nizamu'l-Mulk Arnving at Burhainptir, (he) seems to have made a survey of 
the factions which then beset the Maratha State, and of their relations with the 
Empire But the latitude given to Shahd by the Syeds had ina wiy established 
a parallel government for the collection of chauth andsardéshmukhi Nizam 
wl Mulk repudiated the Maratha clatms for chauth m the Mughal territones, 
and tried to suppress the authority of the local Maratha Kamavisdars He 
had close relations with Sambhaji of Kolhapilr which he cemented through 
Chandrastn Jadhav whom he raised to the rank of 7000 and 7000 horse !2 This 
attitude had naturally led toa clash with the Peshwa Bay1 Rao, who was however 
defeated at Parad near Purandar It was in this battle that Rao Rambha 
Nimbalkar distinguished himself as the commander of a Mughal contingent and 
this was the beginning of the frendship between Nizimu’l-Mulk and the 
Nimbalkars which was tested at the Battle of Shahar Kheya * 


Nizamu I Mulk remained Viceroy of the Deccan only for two years and 
was Teplaced by Amiru’l Umara Husain ‘Ali Khan in that year while his 
brother Syed ‘Abdu’l]4h Khan Qutbu’l Mulk became Prime Munster of 
the Empire On Nizamu'l Mulk’s departure, the Marathas again began to harass 
the Mughal territomes and Husain ‘Ali Khan had to negotiate with Shaho 
to the latter s advantage Nizimu’l Mulk’s transfer from the Deccan to Malwa 
in 1715 in fact relteved Balaji from the tension that he created (among the 
political leaders in the Maratha country = tnt Akees 


Nizimu’l Mulk was now posted to ‘the governorslup of Malwa, and he 
left Delhi in March 1719 He had been treated at Delhi with much :mpunity and 
high handedness and felt that he*sas powerless to control the fast disintegrat- 
ing movements.at the-eapital~” He therefore resolved to return to the Deccan 
and complete the reorganisation of at least that part ofthe Empire He crossed 
the Narmada, negotiated’ the surrender of Asir in May 1720, and occupied 
Burhanptr where he was joined by Sambhajt, Chandrasén Jadhav,Rao Rambha 
Nimbalkar and other Maratha chiefs His enemy No 1 was now ‘Alim 
‘All Khan, nephew of the Syed brothers, who was administering the Deccan on 
behalf of ‘Abdu'l lah Khan and who was actively helped by a Maratha 
contingent backed by Shah The battle which was joined near Balupfig in 
Berar on 21 July 1720 ended in the rout and death of ‘Alim ‘AI! khan The 
Martha contingent which had fought on his side under Khandertio Dabhade 
had to fall back 


ie cage or in Khan Nigamul Mulk Asaf Jak I, 6970, Kincud and Parasnss 
fs ? 


= ie Lamp the at locally known as Rio Rambha Kt Deorht* still exists 
y ad 
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‘Alim ‘Ali Khin’s death spelt the doom of the Syeds at Delh: and the 
new Emperor Muhammad Shah took the opportunity of ridding himself of this 
faction Nizamu'l-Mulk was appointed Viceroy of the Deccan a second time, 
but he had to rush back to Delhi to assume the Premiership of the decadent 
Mughal Court there Although he was joined by a number of Mughal and 
Rajput chiefs he felt that he could not cope either with rank opposition or 
with the disintegrating factors which were fast deteriorating the Empire He 
was nowsent to Malwa and Gujarat to curb the recalcitrant elements there, and 
when he returned to Delht he was thwarted there almost every day He felt 
utterly powerless to curb the corrupt and lewd atmosphere of the Court and 
made up his mind to return to the Deccan The Emperor was playing a double 
game. While outwardly supporting Nizamu’l-Mulk, he issued a secret farman 
to Mubanz Khiin, Governor of Hydarabad, to assume the Viceroyalty of the 
Deccan, and Shahi was directed to help Mubanz Khan On the other hand 
Shiht sent a Maratha contingent under the PEshwa Bay: Rao to o to help Nizamu'l 1- 
“Muik! The two armies met at Shakar Khéra (Buldana district, Berar) 
about eighty miles east of Aurangabad, on 1 October 1724 Nizamu’l-Mulk’s 
army aefeated Mubanz Khan and killed him in open battle. On hearing of 
Mubanz Khan's end the titular Emperor Muhammad Sh@h again appointed 
Nizimu'l-Mulk Viceroy of the Deccan and conferred on him the title of Asaf 
Jah. 





The Battle of Shakar Khéra marks an epoch in the history of the 
Marathas as well as that of Mughal Deccan While Nizamu’l-Mulk Asaf Jah 
was able to occupy practically the totality of the six Mughal Stibths of the 
Deccan he could not prevent the Marathas from holding Shivayi’s patrimony 
and at the same time to advance beyond the Maratha region and occupy not 
merely the neighbouring regions of Malwa and Gujarat but also the whole of 


Central and Eastern India and to make the Mughal Emperor a puppet in their 
hands 


